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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF,  AT  THE  31st  DECEMBER,  1954. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School 
Medical  Officer 

Acting  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  Senior  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  ... 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  Maternity  and1  Child  Welfare 


A.  Stuart  Hebblethwaite, 

M  C  ,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Ethel  Browell,  M.D.,  B.S. 

Bertha  Flintoff,  M.B.,  B.S. 

Jean  R.  M.  Johnson,  M  B„  Ch.B., 
D.P.H.,  D.T.M. 


Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

(half-time)  ...  ...  ...Marion  L.  Bainbridge,  M.B.,  Ch.B-. 

Consultant  Chest  Physicians  (part-time) 


Consultant  Venereologist 
Borough  Analyst 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

Chief  Clerk 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor 
Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives... 


Adam  B.  White,  M.D.,  Ch.B., 
D.P.H. 

James  F.  E.  Johnson,  M.E.,  Ch.B. 

E.  S.  Kirkhouse,  T.D.,  M.D, 

W.  Gordon  Carey,  F.R.I.C. 

Norman  Adolphus  Marlee, 
Cert.R.S.I. 

James  W.  Miller  (Retired  7.5.54). 

Miss  M.  M.  Waggott,  S.R.N., 
S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert.R.S.I. 

Miss  E.  E.  Fisher,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 


Special  Inspectors  :  Meat  Inspectors  (2)  (1  combined  post  with  that  of 
Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector):  Factories  and  Workshops  (1):  Food 


Drugs  and  Dairies  (1):  Housing  (2):  Drainage  (2): 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors  (1  Part-time  Meat)  ...  ...  ...  9 

Rodent  Control  Officer  and  3  Rodent  Operatives  ...  ...  ...  4 

Removal  and  Disinfecting  Staff  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

District  Health  Visitors  ...  ..  ..  .  ...  ...  23 

Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  4 

Municipal  Midwives  ...  ...  .  ..  ...  ...  25 

Almoner  Clerk  (V.D.  Department)  (Seconded  H.V.)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sister  (Light  Treatment  Department)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Home  Help  Organiser  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

Clerical  Staff  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  19 

Welfare  Foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  2 
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1  Drainage  Assistant,  1  Drainage  Van  Driver,  1  Caretaker  and  3  Cleaners 
(Health  Department),  254  Domestic  Helps  (Full  and  Part-time), 
1  Caretaker  (Newcastle  Road  I.W.C.). 

ST.  MARK’S  DAY  NURSERY  :  Matron,  Assistant  Matron,  Warden, 

7  Nursing  Staff,  Cook,  2  Cleaners,  and  1  Maid.  Closed  10-4-54. 

THOMPSON  PARK  DAY  NURSERY :  Matron,  Assistant  Matron  and 

8  Nursing  Staff,  Cook  and  3  Cleaners. 

PARKER  MEMORIAL  HOME  FOR  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS— 
Superintendent,  Deputy  Superintendent  and  1  Cleaner. 

PUPIL  MIDWIFERY  HOSTEL,  4  THORNHILL  PARK  : 

Resident  Superintendent,  Cook,  Maid  and  3  Cleaners. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE :  1  Ambulance  Officer,  1  Ambulance  Driver 
(Acting  Deputy  Ambulance  Officer),  34  Ambulance  Drivers,  l1  Mechanic 
and  1  Apprentice  Mechanic. 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE :  1  Medical  Officer  for  Mental  Health- 
Psychiatrist  (part-time)  Dr.  W.  Hinds. 

MENTAL  WELFARE  DEPARTMENT,  7  MURTON  STREET :  1  Mental 
Deficiency  Officer,  2  Social  Wbrkers  (one  acting  for  Duly  Authorised 
Officer  when  necessary),  1  Shorthand-Typist  Clerk,  3  Cleaners  and  Part- 
Time  Dinner  Attendants. 

OCCUPATION  CENTRE  :  1,  Supervisor,  1  Assistant  Supervisor. 

ELDER  GIRLS’  CLASS  :  1  Supervisor. 

INDUSTRIAL  CENTRE,  RAILWAY  ROW :  1  Supervisor  (male  instructor) 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT,  “THORNHOLME” :  1  Duly  Authorised 

Officer— Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Act. 


II 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  SUNDERLAND. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  twenty-eighth  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  of  the  County  Borough  of  Sunderland,  for  the  year  1954. 

The  population  of  the  Borough  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General  is  181,800,  an  increase  of  250  on  the  estimated  figure  for  the 
middle  of  1953. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  during  the  year  was  3,574, 
of  which  1,801  were  males,  and  1,773  were  females,  representing  a 
live  birth  rate  of  19.7  per  1,000  of  the  population  compared  with 
19.5  for  the  previous  year,  actually  36  more  births.  The  rates  for 
England  and  Wales  and  the  160  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns 
(including  London)  were  15.2'  and  16.8  respectively. 

During  the  year,  1,950  deaths  were  recorded  (993  males  and 
957  females),  an  increase  of  16  on  the  previous  year,  equal  to  a  death 
rate  of  10.7  per  1,000  of  the  population,  compared  with  10.6  for  the 
previous  year.  The  rates  for  England  and  Wales  and  the  160  Great 
Towns  were  11.3  and  12.1  respectively. 

105  infants  died  under  the  age  of  one  year,  equal  to  an  infant 
mortality  rate  of  29.4  per  1,000  live  births,  which  is  the  lowest  ever 
recorded  in  the  Borough,  compared  with  37.9  for  the  previous  year. 
The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  25.5  and  for  the  160  County 
Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  29.1.  68  of  the  105  infant  deaths 

occurred  under  the  age  of  one  month,  equal  to  a  neo-natal  mortality 
rate  of  19.03  per  1,000  live  births. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  recorded  history  of  the  borough,  no 
maternal  deaths  were  reported  during  the  current  year.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  0.69. 

The  principal  causes  of  death,  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  heart  disease  (including  79  other  circulatory  diseases)  620, 
Cancer  (including  10  leukemia  and  aleukemia)  375,  vascular  lesions 
of  the  nervous  system  273,  respiratory  diseases  238  and  tuberculosis 
50. 
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Tuberculosis*  The  death  rate  from  all  forms  of  .Tuberculosis 
was  0.27  being  the  same  as  that  for  the  previous  year,  which  was  the 
lowest  on  record  for  the  Borough.  The  incidence  of  this  disease 
is  still  higher  than  is  desirable. 

The  total  number  of  new  cases  notified  to  me  was  246,  namely 
217  pulmonary  (last  year  228)  and  29  non-pulmonary  (last  year  24), 
a  decrease  of  6  on  the  previous  year. 

Infectious  Disease*  The  total  notifications  of  infectious  diseases 
numbered  3,792  (including  246  Tuberculosis)  compared  with  4,024 
(excluding  Tuberculosis)  for  the  previous  year,  there  being  decreases  in 
Scarlet  Fever  (110),  Pneumonia  (141),  Measles  (523),  Puerperal 
Pyrexia  (15),  Malaria  (1),  Para-typhoid  (5),  Food  Poisoning  (12), 
and  increases  in  Meningococcal  Infections  (4),  Acute  Poliomyelitis 
(40),  Erysipelas  (1),  Whooping  Cough  (281),  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
(2),  and  Enteric  Fever  (1). 

Cremation.  The  Crematorium  opened  in  the  Autumn  of  1951 
and  the  necessary  official  procedure  for  this  form  of  disposal  of  the 
dead  has  continued  to  be  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

During  the  year  under  review,  1,146  applications  for  cremation 
were  received,  compared  with  966  for  the  previous  year.  These  were 
duly  examined  by  the  Medical  Referees  in  the  department  prior  to 
sanction  being  given  for  this  method  of  disposal. 

Immunisation*  Immunisation  has  been  carried  out  under  similar 
arrangements  to  those  of  the  previous  year,  but  there  is  still  room  for 
considerable  improvement  in  the  number  of  children  who  have  been 
given  protection. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  for  the  second  year  in  succession  no 
notifications  of  diphtheria  have  been  received. 

Sanitary  Inspectors*  Details  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  are  given  in  the  body  of  the  report.  It  is  with  regret  that 
I  report  the  continuance  of  the  shortage  of  staff,  but  it  is  hoped  that, 
under  the  proposed  Apprenticeship  Scheme  to  be  carried,  out  in  con¬ 
junction  with  neighbouring  authorities,  we  shall  attain  our  full 
establishment. 

Slum  Clearance.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  Slum  Clearance 
Enquiry  took  place  in  connection  with  the  Lawrence  Street  Area  at 
the  East  end  of  the  Borough.  It  is  hoped  that  slum  clearance  and 
re-housing  will  continue  with  unabated  fervour  in  the  years  that  lie 
ahead. 


8 


Welfare  Foods*  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Ministry  of 
Food  transferred  to  the  Local  Authority  the  responsibility  for  the 
distribution  of  Welfare  Foods.  Two  Officers,  previously  employed 
by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  were  transferred,  Welfare  Foods  were  dis¬ 
tributed  at  all  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  two  additional  distribution 
centres  were  established,  one  at  the  Health  Department  Office,  at 
Thomholme  Road,  and  the  other  at  the  Community  Centre  on  the 
Town  Moor. 

The  Women’s  Voluntary  Services  offered  their  services  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  distribution  of  welfare  foods,  and  have  rendered 
invaluable  assistance. 

Slaughter-Houses.  The  question  of  slaughter-houses  was  very 
prominent  throughout  the  year,  because  the  Ministry  of  Food  were 
no  longer  operating  their  three  slaughter-houses,  and  some  of  the 
butchers  re-opened  their  private  slaughter-houses,  particulars  of  which 
are  given  in  detail  later  in  the  report.  It  is  obvious  that  the  present 
conditions  under  which  slaughtering  takes  place  can  only  be  temporary, 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  building  of  an  abattoir  will  be  com¬ 
menced  in  the  near  future. 

In  conclusion  I  have  again  to  record  with  pleasure  the  continual 
hard  and  effective  work  carried  out  by  the  whole  of  the  personnel  of 
the  Health  Department. 

A.  STUART  HEBBLETHWAITE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 
“Thomholme,” 
Sunderland. 

June,  1955. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  SUNDERLAND 


SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  BOROUGH 


Area*  The  Area  of  the  Borough  is  9,013.574  acres  exclusive 
of  foreshore  and  tidal  waters. 

Population,  The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  mid-year 
population  of  the  Borough  is  181,800. 

Inhabited  Houses,  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end 
of  1954,  according  to  the  Rate  Books,  was  45,918. 

Rateable  Value,  The  rateable  value  at  1st  April,  1954,  was 
£1,096,514,  and  the  sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  was  £4,440. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year, 


Live  Births — Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  estimated  resident 
population 


Stillbirths — Legitimate  79,  Illegitimate  1 

RATE  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 


Deaihs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

DEATH  RATE  per  1,000  estimated  resident 
population 


Total 

3,460 

114 

M. 

1,748 

53 

F. 

1,712 

61 

19.7 

80 

43 

21.9 

37 

1,950 

993 

957 

10.7 

Deaths  from  Puerferal  Causies — 

There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year. 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:  — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29.4 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  28.6 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  ...  52.6 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  4  Weeks  of  age:  — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  19.0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  19.1 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  ...  17.5 

Deaths  from  Cancer,  including  Luekemia  and  Aleukemia  (all  ages)  ...  375 

,,  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

„  „  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  ...  ...  3 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  sub-joined  ages  of 4  Residents  ’ 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  district. 

Causes  of  Death  during  1954 

Sex 

All 

Under 

1  to 

5  to 

15  to 

25  to 

45  to 

65  to 

li 

Ages 

1  yr. 

5  yr. 

15 

25 

45 

65 

75 

0 

Tuberculosis  of  the  resp. 

M 

34 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

21 

5 

system 

F 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

5 

— 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis... 

M 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- 

1 

F 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

M 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

2 

F 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Diphtheria 

M 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

M 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

M 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

M 

F 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Measles 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

r 

M 

2 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

I 

diseases  ... 

F 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  .. 

M 

188 

— 

— 

— 

2 

18 

70 

60 

3 

F 

177 

— 

— 

2 

— 

9 

76 

50 

4 

Leukemia  and  Aleukemia 

M 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

F 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

Diabetes 

M 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

F 

8 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

M 

102 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17 

35 

5 

system 

F 

171 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

39 

35 

9 

Heart  Diseases 

M 

263 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

80 

80 

9 

F 

278 

— 

— 

— 

3 

9 

44 

79 

14 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

M 

37 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

11 

1 

F 

42 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

10 

2 

Influenza 

M 

1 

— • 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

F 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

. 

Pneumonia 

M 

43 

10 

2 

— 

— 

3 

9 

9 

l: 

F 

51 

8 

— 

1 

— 

2 

7 

11 

2 

Bronchitis 

M 

84 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

33 

27 

2 

F 

46 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

16 

2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

M 

12 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

3 

1 

system 

F 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and 

M 

23 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

6 

6 

1 

duodenum 

F 

12 

— 

_ 

— 

1 

_ 

3 

2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and 

M 

4 

3 

_ 

— 

_ 

1 

diarrhoea 

F 

3 

— 

_ 

— 

_ 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

M 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

___ 

F 

11 

— 

_ 

— 

1 

2 

6 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  pros  ate 

M 

19 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

6 

1! 

Pregnancy,  childbinh,  abortio. 

F 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Congenital  malformations 

M 

11 

8 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

F 

15 

12 

2 

1 

_ 

Other  (defined  and  ill-defined 

M 

82 

35 

_ 

2 

_ 

3 

13 

15 

11 

2: 

diseases  ... 

F 

77 

20 

_ 

— 

1 

5 

13 

16 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

M 

11 

— 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

All  other  accidents 

F 

4 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

1 

6 

1 

7 

1 

6 

M 

36 

2 

2 

2 

_ 

1! 

Suicide  . 

F 

19 

2 

_ 

2 

4 

4 

M 

15 

— 

2 

8 

*T 

4 

Homicide  or  operations  of  war 

F 

9 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

5 

2 

M 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

• 

TOTALS 

M 

993 

60 

7 

7 

9 

60 

288 

274 

28? 

F 

957 

45 

4 

7 

7 

48 

218 

234 

394 
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SECTION  B. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE* 


The  demand  for  this  service  has  again  increased  during  the  past 
year.  Notwithstanding  continuous  endeavours  to  curtail  abuse  of 
the  service,  the  mileage  covered  and  the  number  of  patients  conveyed 
has  steadily  increased  over  the  past  few  years,  as  shown  by  the  table 
given  below. 

The  installation  of  Short  Wave  Radio  Telephones  in  all  vehicles 
was  completed  during  the  year  under  review,  a  further  six  sets  having 
been  fitted.  In  all  13  vehicles  are  now  equipped  for  this  purpose. 
This  system  of  communication  between  the  depot  and  the  vehicles 
should  result  in  a  considerable  saving  of  unnecessary  mileage. 


1952 

1953 

1954 


Mileage. 

173,384 

179,165 

197,895 


Patients,  etc. 
44,163 
46,835 
53,711 


Staff  : 

The  strength  of  the  staff  during  1954  was  as  follows  :  — 

1  Ambulance  Officer. 

1  Acting  Deputy  Ambulance  Officer. 

6  drivers — 12  midnight  to  8  a.m. 

6  „  4  p.m.  to  12  midnight. 

4  „  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  (for  accidents). 

2  „  1  p.m.  to  9  p.m.  (to  cover  peak  period). 

8  „  8  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

6  „  Relief  for  rest  days  of  staff. 

2  „  8  a.m.  to  4  p.m.,  and  4  p.m.  to  12  midnight 

(for  H.I.D.  cases). 

1  Mechanic 

1  „  (Apprentice). 
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Removal  of  Cases  : 


General  Hospital  ...  . 

14,166 

Highfield  Welfare  . 

68 

Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases 

1,853 

Royal  Infirmary  . 

9,496 

Accident  and  Orthopaedic  Hospital  ... 

16,993 

Children’s  Hospital  . 

2,020 

Ryhope  General  Hospital  . 

2,877 

County  Cases 

1,520 

Accident  cases  to  various  hospitals 

1,568 

Eye  Infirmary  ...  . 

671 

Other  journeys  . 

2,479 

53,711 

Removals  by  Ambulances  .  32,298 


„  „  Sitting  Case  Cars 

21,413 

Miles  covered  by  Ambulances 

142,558 

„  „  „  Sitting  Case  Cars  ... 

55,337 

„  „  „  Utility  Van 

3,480 

Vehicles  in  Operation  : 

Total 

Ambulances 

Mileage. 

Year. 

ABR.  15  Austin  ambulance  has  completed 

142,831 

1948 

ABR.  602  ,,  ,,  „ 

33 

94,537 

1949 

ABR.  519  „  „  „ 

33 

121,452 

1949 

AGR.  873  Bedford  „  „ 

33 

111,418 

1950 

AGR  953  „  „  „ 

33 

105,174 

1950 

GR.  7578  Humber  „  „ 

} 

53,076 

1941 

CBR.  800  Bedford  „  „ 

33 

29,045 

1952 

GGW.  582  Chevrolet  „ 

„  Ex.  A.R.P. 

58,049 

1941 

EBR.  840  Bedford  „  „ 

33 

1,747 

1954 

BGR  255  Bedford  „  „ 

33 

56,264 

1951 

BGR.256  ,,  ,,  ,, 

33 

55,034 

1951 

Sitting  Case  Vehicles. 

CGR.  879  Bedford 

27,117 

1953 

DBR.  320  „ 

26,404 

1953 

DBR.  867  „ 

21,351 

1953 

Goods  Van  GR.  8959 

33,923 

1947 

Standard  utility  van  used  for  general  purposes  and  transport  of 
certain  classified  bodies. 
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Civil  Defence  : 

One  Bedford  ambulance  GR.  5978  has  been 
used  for  instruction  in  driving  and  sectional 
training  for  Civil  Defence  Volunteers  ...  93,547  1939 

The  Ambulance  Service  has  been  maintained  in  vehicles  and 
personnel  to  the  maximum  of  the  establishment  and  even  then  the 
Service  has  been  fully  extended. 
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SECTION  C. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE, 


Infant  Welfare  Centres:  — 

There  are  19  Infant  Welfare  Sessions  held  weekly.  All  the 
sessions,  with  the  exception  of  5  on  our  own  premises,  are  held  in 
rented  Church  Halls.  One  session  was  transferred  from  the  Citadel, 
Lambton  Street,  to  the  premises  of  the  District  Nursing  Association, 
Murton  Street,  on  March  31st,  1954. 


Day. 

Mornings. 

Afternoons. 

Monday 

— 

Southwick:  Dean  Terrace, 
Church  Hall. 

Thorney  Close  Thomdale 

Road  Community  Centre 

Tuesday 

7  Newcastle  Road. 

Grangetown :  St.  Aidan’s 
Church  Hall. 

Springwell:  St.  Mary’s 

Church  Hall. 

7  Newcastle  Road. 

Ford  Estate: 

Wed’sday 

Millfield :  St.  Mark’s  Church 
Hall. 

Millfield :  St.  Mark’s  Church 
Hall. 

Thursday 

Millfield  :  St.  Mark’s  Church 
Hall. 

Sunderland 

District  Nursing  Association 
Victoria  House, 

Murton  Street 

7  Newcastle  Road. 

Monkwearmouth  Dock  Street 
Church  Hall. 

Pallion:  St.  Mary  Magdalene’s 
Church  Hall. 

Humbledon:  Ettrick  Grove 
Wesleyan  Chapel 

Friday 

7  Newcastle  Road. 

Fulwell :  Priestman  Hall. 
Hendon :  St.  Barnabas 

Church  Hall. 

Pennywell :  St.  Thomas’s 
Church  Hall. 

Welfare  Foods  :  — 

As  from  June  28th,  1954,  the  distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 
became  the  responsibility  of  the  Local  Authority.  Distribution  has 
taken  place  daily  from  the  Health  Department,  from  all  Infant  Welfare 
Centres,  also  from  the  East  End  Community  Centre,  where  two  sessions 
are  held  each  week. 
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Two  clerks  were  transferred  from  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  assist 
with  the  work  of  distribution. 


The  W.V.S.  have  very  kindly  offered  their  services 
assistance  in  this  direction  has  been  most  valuable. 

Total  No.  of  tins  of  National  Dried  Milk  distributed  up  to 

31.12.54 

„  „  bottles  of  Orange  Juice  „ 

„  „  bottles  of  Cod  Liver  Oil  „ 

„  „  packets  of  Vitamin  Tablets  „ 


and  their 


89,7% 

59,994 

12,951 

3,235 


Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

There  are  5  ante-natal  sessions  held  weekly  with  a  Medical  Officer 
in  attendance.  One  session  was  transferred  from  The  Citadel, 
Lambton  Street,  to  the  premises  of  the  District  Nursing  Association, 
Murton  Street,  on  March  31st,  1954.  In  addition,  there  are  four 
Midwives’  Booking  Sessions  weekly,  for  mothers  wishing  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service.  Those  mothers 
wishing  to  book  the  Midwives  of  the  District  Nursing  Association 
attend  the  premises  of  that  Association. 

Attendances  at  Medical  Officers’  Sessions  compared  with  the 


previous  year  are  shown  hereunder:  — 

Primary  Subsequent 

Year.  attendances.  attendances. 

1953  609  2,178 

1954  483  1,369 

Attendances  at  Mid  wives’  Sessions  :  — 

Clinics  2,417 

Midwives’  houses — examination  rooms  2,896 


Cases  requiring  specialist  advice  are  referred  to>  the  Sunderland 
Maternity  Hospital  for  further  opinion. 

Expectant  mothers  are  referred  for  Blood  investigation  to  the 
“Rhesus  Investigation”  clinic  held  weekly  at  the  Sunderland  Maternity 
Hospital.  Reports  of  the  Rhesus  Factor,  Blood  Group,  Haemoglobin 
Estimation  and  Wasserman  Reaction  are  sent  to  the  Local  Authority 
Medical  Officer.  Where  necessary  a  complete  blood  count  is  done. 
Arrangements  are  made  for  the  husband  to  attend  at  an  evening  session 
at  the  Maternity  Hospital  for  blood  grouping  in  “Rhesus  negative 
patients.  In  cases  where  an  umbilical  cord  specimen  of  blood  is 
requested,  this  is  taken  by  the  Midwife <  attending  the  delivery.  In 
suspected  or  known  cases  of  venereal  disease, .  expectant  mothers  are 
referred  directly  to  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. 
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Maternity  outfits  are  issued  weekly  at  the  Health  Office  on 
presentation  of  a  form  duly  signed  by  the  Midwife  who  is  booked 
for  the  delivery.  The  outfits  are  normally  supplied  when  the  patient 
is  36  weeks  pregnant.  All  Midwives  are  supplied  with  outfits  for 
use  in  emergency  cases. 

Post  Natal  Clinics 

Two  sessions  were  held  weekly,  one  at  Newcastle  Road.  The 
session  previously  held  at  The  Citadel,  Lambton  Street,  was  transferred 
on  April  5th  to  the  District  Nursing  Association,  Murton  Street.  In 
addition,  post-natal  cases  were  examined  at  the  ante-natal  session 
at  Pennywell. 

138  new  cases  were  examined  and  289  subsequent  visits  were 
made.  Total  number  of  attendances  during  the  year  was  427. 

Non-V.D.  Clinics 

Sessions  continued  to  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Post-natal 
Clinics.  6  primary  attendances  were  made  and  29  subsequent  visits. 

Health  Visitors 

The  full  establishment  of  Health  Visitors  was  1  Superintendent 
and  24  Health  Visitors  and  at  the  end  of  1954  there  were  1  Superin¬ 
tendent  and  23  Health  Visitors  on  the  staff.  1  Health  Visitor  acts 
as  a  full-time  Almoner  at  the  V.D.  Department  of  the  Royal  Infirmary. 
There  were  no  Student  Health  Visitors  in  training  during  this  year. 

The  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  is  a  member  of  the  Committee 
in  connection  with  the  Joint  Circular  from  the  Home  Office,  Ministry 
of  Health  and  Ministry  of  Education  regarding  children  neglected  in 
their  own  homes. 

Post-graduate  courses  are  attended  by  four  Health  Visitors  each 

year. 


During  the  year  Health  Visitors  paid  70,352  visits  to  homes. 
Visits  in  age  groups  : 

Under  1  year  1 — 2  years  2 — 5  years 

15,910  9,897  28,831 

The  total  number  of  visits,  i.e.,  70,352  included  visits  in 
connection  with :  — 

Infectious  Diseases, 

Chronic  Sick  and  Old  People, 

Partially  Blind, 

Home  Accidents  and  the 

After-care  of  Patients  discharged  from  Hospitals. 
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Home  Accidents  : 

Education  in  the  prevention  of  home  accidents  is  constantly  to  the 
fore  in  Health  Visitors5  work.  The  attached  table  shows  the  type 
of  accidents  which  were  reported  during  the  year. 


Type  of  Accident. 

Under  5  yrs. 

Adults 

Total 

Burns 

5 

- 

5 

Scalds 

7 

— 

7 

Sprains  and  Bruises  ... 

9 

13 

22 

Fractures  and  Dislocations  . . 

6 

8 

14 

^Lacerations 

5 

2 

7 

*Poisoning 

2 

— 

2 

Swallowing  Foreign  Body  ... 

1 

— 

1 

TOTAL  . 

35 

23 

58 

*  As  a  result  of  these  accidents,  two  children  died,  one  from  coal 
gas  poisoning  and  one  from  pneumothorax,  tissue  emphysema,  due 
to  wounds  of  mouth. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

There  were  two  weekly  sessions  devoted  to  Diphtheria 
Immunisation  and  Vaccination,  one  at  Newcastle  Road  Centre  and 
one  at  the  District  Nursing  Association,  Murton  Street.  In  addition 
to  these  sessions,  vaccinations,  and  immunisations  against  diphtheria 
were  performed  each  month  at  the  Infant  Welfare  sessions  on  the 
outlying  estates,  viz.  Southwick,  Pennywell,  Springwell  and  Thorney 
Close. 

Routine  propaganda  was  continued  throughout  the  year. 

The  Mobile  Immunisation  Unit,  which  has  been  in  operation 
since  June,  1945,  visited  all  areas  of  the  Borough  for  8  weeks  during 
the  Autumn  Campaign  and  the  response  was  gratifying. 


18 


Combined  Diphtheria  and  Pertussis  Immunisation  and  Immunisa¬ 
tion  against  Whooping  Cough  were  carried  out  from  the  age  of  8 
months  at  the  special  request  of  parents. 

The  total  number  of  children  under  5  years  of  age  who  were 
immunised  during  the  year  was  3,004  as  follows :  — 


Age  at  31st  Dec.,  1954. 

0-1  yrs 

1-2  yrs 

2-3  yrs 

3-4  yrs 

4-5  yrs 

1'otal 

Local  Authority  Medical 
Officers 

218 

1021 

353 

206 

176 

1974 

Private  Practitioners 

113 

753 

110 

20 

34 

1030 

“Boosting  Doses.” — 720  Boosting  Doses  were  given  to  children 
who  had  been  previously  immunised. 

Vaccinations. — 1,260  primary  vaccinations  were  successful;  278 
revaccinations  were  carried  out. 

Midwifery  Service. 

The  Establishment  consists  of :  — 

1  Medical  Supervisor,  who  is  the  Acting  Deputy  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

1  Non-medical  Supervisor. 

1  Deputy  non-medical  Supervisor. 

25  Domiciliary  Midwives  employed  directly  by  the  Local 
Health  Authority. 

5  Domiciliary  Midwives  employed  through  the  agency  of 
Sunderland  District  Nursing  Association. 

One  more  house  for  occupation  by  a  Midwife  was  completed, 
thus  bringing  the  number  of  specially  adapted  midwives’  Council 
houses  up  to  7.  These  houses  have  an  additional  room  equipped  as 
an  examination  room. 

During  the  year,  the  following  cases  were  attended  by  Municipal 
Midwives :  — 

1,836  Confinements  required  29,682  nursing  visits.  (This 
figure  includes  83  women  who  were  admitted  to 
Hospital  for  delivery  and  7  miscarriages). 

13,781  ante-natal  visits  to  patients. 

3,598  post-natal  visits  to1  patients. 

Domiciliary  Midwives  continued  to  “follow-up”  cases  discharged 
from  the  Sunderland  Maternity  Hospital  before  completion  of  the 
puerperium.  There  were  247  cases  referred  as  requiring  further 
nurring  and  446  cases  referred  as  requiring  “follow-up”  visits. 
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In  addition,  566  cases  were  visited  by  Health  Visitors  owing  to 
shortage  of  Midwifery  staff. 

The  following  cases  were  attended  by  Midwives  of  the  District 
Nursing  Association:  — 

507  confinements  required  14,765  nursing  visits. 

5,961  ante-natal  visits  to  patients. 

1,737  post-natal  visits  to  patients. 


Gas  and  Air  Analgesia — 

Number  of  cases  to  which  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  was  administered 
compared  with  two  previous  years. 


Year 

(a)  Municipal 

(b)  Midwives  of  District 

Midwives 

Nursing  Association. 

1952 

306 

65 

1953 

574 

126 

1954 

771 

241 

Sunderland  Second  Period  Training  School — 

The  Second  period  training  of  pupil  midwives  continued 
throughout  the  year. 

22  pupils  completed  their  training  at  4  Thornhill  Park. 

17  pupils  were  successful  in  obtaining  their  certificates  at  the 
first  attempt  and  3  satisfied  the  examiners  at  the  second  attempt. 

18  pupils  completed  their  training  at  the  District  Nursing 
Association. 

14  pupils  were  successful  in  obtaining  their  certificates  at  the 
first  attempt  and  4  satisfied  the  examiners  at  their  second  attempt. 


Premature  Infants — 

There  were  292  notifications  of  premature  live  births  received 
of  cases  resident  in  the  County  Borough. 

146  of  this  number  were  born  at  home,  and  with  the  exception 
of  17  transferred  to  Hospital,  were  nursed  entirely  at  home. 

5  Neonatal  deaths  occurred  in  those  infants)  nursed  at  home. 

1  died  within  30  minutes  of  birth. 

1  died  within  15  hours  of  birth. 

2  died  age  3  days. 

1  died  age  28  days. 
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Deaths  occurring  from  Accidental  Mechanical  Suffocation  : 


No. 

Age. 

Cause  of  Death. 

1 

1  month 

Prematurity;  Asphyxia  due  to  inhalation 
of  vomit;  Coarctation  of  aorta. 

1 

7  months 

Asphyxia  due  to  child  having  vomited 
and  rolled  on  to  his  face  while  in  his  cot. 

1 

23  months 

Vagal  inhibition  due  to  sudden  inhalation 
of  ingested  food  due  to  oesophageal 
atresia  due  to  cesophago-tracheal  fistula. 

Sudden  Deaths  : 

No, 

Age. 

Cause  of  Death. 

1 

3  days 

Acute  broncho  pneumonia. 

1 

3  weeks 

do. 

1 

1  month 

do. 

2 

2  months 

do. 

2 

3  months 

do. 

2 

5  months 

do. 

1 

6  months 

do. 

1 

8  months 

do. 

1 

10  months 

do. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  : 

There  were  9  cases  notified  during  the  year.  In  each  case  sight 
was  unimpaired. 


Domestic  Helps  : 

Staff  :  1  Organiser. 

2  Clerical. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  14  whole  time  and  240  part  time  Home 
Helps  were  employed — a  full  time  equivalent  of  134  helps. 

Domestic  help  was  provided  as  follows:  — 

Maternity  cases  (including  expectant  mothers)  ...  153 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Chronic  sick,  including  aged  and  infirm  ...  ...  671 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 


Ultra  Violet  Radiation  : 

176  mothers  and  children  made  5,066  attendances  at  the  Health 
Office  during  1954. 

52  pre-school  children  made  1,050  attendances  at  the  School 
Clinic,  Southwick,  where  two  sessions  weekly  continued  with  the 
exception  of  school  holidays. 
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Minor  Ailments  : 

Pre-school  children  attend  at  the  School  Clinics  for  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  minor  ailments. 

185  pre-school  children  made  1,142  attendances. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic  : 

82  pre-school  children  suffering  from  defective  vision  were 
examined  and  glasses  were  prescribed  in  59  cases. 


N.S.P.CC  : 

2  new  cases  were  referred  to  this  Society. 

Illegitimate  Children  : 

Unmarried  expectant  mothers  and  married  women  expecting 
illegitimate  children  were  referred  to  the  Moral  Welfare  Officer. 

Cases  during  1954  :  — 

Unmarried  mothers  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Married  women  with  illegitimate  children .  13 

Widow  with  illegitimate  child  ...  . .  1 

Parker  Memorial  Home  : 

Staff  :  Resident  Superintendent 

Resident  Deputy  Superintendent. 

Non-resident  Domestic  help. 

Girls  admitted  during  1954  ...  ...  21 

Babies  admitted  during  1954  ...  ...  20 

Average  length  of  stay  in  the  Home  :  — 

Ante-natal  period  ...  .  48  days. 

Post-natal  period  ...  ...  ...  17  days. 

Girls:  are  transferred  to  the  Sunderland  Maternity  Hospital  for 
delivery. 

Thirteen  babies  were  discharged  from  the  Home  with  their 
mothers  and  in  addition  seven  were  discharged  with  a  view  to  adoption. 

Registration  of  Nursing  Homes. 

One  Nursing  Home  is  on  the  Register.  No  unregistered  homes 
were  discovered  during  the  year  and  no  applications  for  registration 
were  received. 

Day  Nurseries  : 

St.  Mark’s  Day  Nursery  was  closed  on  April  10th,  1954,  and 
priority  cases  were  accommodated  at  Thompson  Park  Nursery  until 
such  time  as  alternative  premises  became  available.  It  is  hoped  that 
a  new  Day  Nursery  will  be  opened  early  in  the  New  Year. 
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The  average  daily  attendance  at  Thompson  Park  Nursery  of 
children  from  0 — 2  years  was  11.7  and  of  children  from  2 — 5  years 


41.8. 


The  average  daily  attendance  at  St.  Mark’s  Nursery  up  to  April 
10th  of  children  from  0 — 2  years  was  16.1  and  of  children  from 
2 — 5  years  24.8. 

Three  candidates  entered  for  the  examination  of  the  National 
Nursery  Examination  Board  and  two  were  successful  in  obtaining 
the  certificate  at  the  first  attempt. 

Nurseries  and  Child  Minder’s  Act,  1948  : 

No  applications  for  registration  were  received  during  the  year. 

Blind  Persons  Act  : 

Visits  to  partially  blind  persons  on  the  register  were  carried 
out  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  the  year. 


INCIDENCE  OF  BLINDNESS. 

During  the  twelve  months  from  1st  January  to  31st  December, 
1954,  67  Forms  B.D.  8  were  completed  and  of  these  14  cases  were 
certified  Not  Blind,  46  were  certified  Blind  and  7  Partially  Sighted. 

Blind  : 

Only  one  case  of  Retrolental  Fibroplasia  was  registered,  this 
being  a  totally  blind  female  child  of  one  year.  The  name  of  this 
blind  baby  has  been  submitted  for  admission  to  a  Sunshine  Home, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  she  will  be  admitted  early  in  1955.  13  cases  of 

blindness  were  caused  by  cataracts,  and  of  these  treatment  was  not 
recommended  in  5  cases,  primarily  because  surgical  treatment  was 
inadvisable  on  general  grounds,  2  cases  have  undergone  surgical 
treatment,  5  are  still  awaiting  such  treatment  and  1  case  is  awaiting 
medical  treatment. 

Other  causes  of  blindness  were  :  — 

Diabetes,  Myopic  error,  Senility,  Disseminated  Sclerosis  and 
Unknown  causes.  Treatment  was  recommended  in  9  cases  and  not 
recommended  in  15  cases. 

There  were  8  cases  of  Glaucoma,  and  of  these  one  was  advised 
to  have  surgical  treatment.  As  this  case  was  only  registered  in 
November,  treatment  has  not  yet  been  given.  In  5  cases  treatment 
was  not  recommended. 

There  were  no  cases  of  blindness  as  a  result  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorium. 
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Of  the  new  cases  registered  and  reviewed  above,  one  male  is 
spending  3  months  (till  20th  January,  1955)  at  the  Rehabilitation 
Centre,  Torquay,  but  as  this  case  suffers  from  Disseminated  Sclerosis, 
he  is  not  recommended  as  suitable  for  immediate  employment.  33 
of  the  registered  blind  cases  are  over  the  age  of  65  years. 

A*  Follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  Persons* 
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B.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum* 


(i)  Total  number  of  cases  notified 
during  the  year 

9 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  in  which:  — 

(a)  Vision  lost 

Nil. 

(b)  Vision  impaired 

Nil. 

(c)  Treatment  continuing  at  end 

of  year 

Nil. 

Partially  Sighted  Persons  : 

7  names  were  added  to  the  register  of  partially  sighted  persons. 
3  cases  were  due  to  Myopic  error,  2  being  children  under  16  years 
of  age  who  were  recommended,  and  are  receiving,  optical  and 
educational  treatment,  4  adults  were  recommended  optical  treatment. 
One  case  was  suffering  from  hypertension,  one  from  cataracts,  one 
from  Congenital  and  Hypermetrophia  and  one  from  possible  (it  is 
not  certain)  Tuberculosis  of  the  eye,  the  last  case  being  a  lady  of  28 
years  of  age  who  has  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  in  Moorfields  Hospital 
in  Kent  for  treatment  of  her  eyes. 

Home  Nursing  : 

The  Sunderland  District  Nursing  Association,  Murton  Street, 
has,  as  the  Agent  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  since  July  1948, 
performed  home  nursing  duties  in  the  Borough.  The  service  is  a 
“day  service”  between  the  hours  of  8-30  a.m.  and  10  p.m.  There 
is  no  “night  service”  in  operation  to  date. 

The  Staff  consists  of  1  Superintendent,  2  Assistant  Superin¬ 
tendents,  20  full-time  nurses,  including  1  male  nurse  and  6  part-time 
nurses. 

Six  “contract”  houses  on  outlying  estates  have  been  allotted  by 
the  Corporation  for  the  accommodation  of  district  nurses. 

Nursing  appliances  were  loaned  when  necessary. 

Classification  of  main  types  of  cases  nursed  : 


No.  of  cases. 

No.  of  visits. 

Miedical 

. . .  2,909 

73,753 

Surgical 

802 

22'459 

Tuberculosis 

68 

1,883 

Infectious  Diseases 

40 

281 

Midwifery  and  Maternity 
Complications 

41 

646 

Others 

94 

3,418 
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National  Assistance  Act  1948  (Section  47) 

National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act  1951 

This  Section  deals  with  the  removal  to  suitable  premises  of 
persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention.  There  were  no  cases 
removed  in  1954  under  this  Act. 


Spastic  Paralysis* 

There  are  65  Borough  cases  of  spastic  paralysis  on  the  books 
at  the  Sunderland  Orthopaedic  and  Accident  Hospital.  39  of 
these  cases  are  below  school  leaving  age.  The  liaison  in  the  matter 
of  treatment  between  the  Sunderland  County  Borough  and  the 
local  Orthopaedic  Service  is  quite  good.  Facilities  are  available 
for  special  teaching  both  by  Home  Teaching  and  at  Thornfield  Open 
Air  School  for  the  cases  which  are  suitable.  In  addition,  cases  are 
occasionally  referred  to  the  Percy  Hedley  School  for  Spastics  in 
Newcastle. 

10  children  were  in  attendance  at  Thornfield  special  school  for 
physically  handicapped  children. 

2  children  were  in  attendance  at  Percy  Hedley  School, 
Newcastle,  as  weekly  boarders. 

4  children  attended  Ford  Hall  special  school  for  educationally 
sub-normal  children. 


Mental  Health  Service  : 

There  are  7  males  and  12  females  who  are  on  the  Mental 
Defectives’  register  under  statutory  supervision,  suffering  from 
cerebral  palsy. 

Four  of  these  cases  are  in  attendance  at  Occupation  Centres 
for  Mental  Defectives,  and  despite  their  limitations,  respond  well  to 
occupational  guidance.  Those  who  are  not  suitable  for  occupation 
centre  training  remain  in  their  own  homes. 

There  are  no  mentally  defective  spastic  sufferers  from  Sunderland 
detained  in  hospitals  provided  solely  for  the  treatment  and  training 
of  this  type  of  patient. 


Epileptics. 

School  Children: 

There  are  mild  cases  of  “Petit  Mai”  in  attendance  at  Primary 
Schools. 

One  case  in  Ford  Hall  Special  School  for  Educationally 
Sub-  normal  children, 
nine  cases  were  in  Residential  Schools. 
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Welfare  Department  : 

There  were  34  cases  registered  during  the  year,  as  follows :  — 


Male  Female 

16 — 20  years  .  2  1 

21—30  „  5  5 

31""  -40  „  . ..  ...  4  7 

41 — 50  ,,  4  6 

15  19 


A  boy  of  181  was  admitted  to  the  David  Lewis  Epileptic  Colony. 
The  remaining  cases  are  very  well  cared  for  in  their  own  homes, 
and  there  is  no  evidence  of  neglect.  Difficulty  is  still  being  experienced 
in  placing  such  cases  in  suitable  employment. 

There  were  no  “mentally  defective”  sufferers  from  the  Borough 
detained  in  Hospitals  provided  solely  for  the  treatment  and  training 
of  this  type  of  patient  during  1954. 

Mental  Welfare  Department  : 

There  are  19  males  and  14  females  on  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Register  suffering  from  epilepsy. 
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SECTION  D. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA* 


Water*  The  source  of  supply  remains  unchanged  and  the  quality 
and  quantity  satisfactory. 

Drainage  and  Sewage*  6,722  lineal  yards  of  new  sewers  were 
laid  by  the  Borough  Surveyor  during  the  year  under  review  and 
421  feet  of  cast-iron  drains  and  4,961  feet  of  stoneware  drains  have 
been  laid. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  No  action  has  been  taken  for  the  prevention 
of  pollution  of  the  river  Wear  which  takes  the  effluent  from  14  sewers. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  river  Wear  is  a  tidal  river  and 
taking  sewage,  little  can  be  done  to  prevent  or  mitigate  pollution. 

Closet  Accommodation*  During  the  year  71  broken  or  other¬ 
wise  defective  watercloset  basins  were  replaced  by  new  wash-down 
pedestal  basins. 

Below  will  be  found  a  table  showing  the  conveniences  in  the 
Borough  at  the  end  of  1954  :  — 

Houses,  etc.,  with  water-closets  and  movable 

ashbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  44,174 

Houses,  etc.,  with  ashpits,  privies  and  ashpits 

pan  privies,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  73* 

*These  are  not  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  a  sewer. 

Public  Cleansing*  The  amount  of  domestic  refuse  removed 
during  1954  was  59,066  tons;  street  refuse  5,934  tons;  salvage 
(including  kitchen  waste)  3,519  tons.  In  addition  50,843  gullies 
were  emptied. 

The  arrangement  for  removal  of  house  refuse  remains  efficient, 
the  whole  of  the  removal  being  carried  out  by  means  of  closed 
freighters. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area*  The  number  of  visits  made 
by  the  District  Inspectors  during  the  period  under  review  (including 
inspections,  advisory  visits,  etc.)  was  8,661. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS,  VISITS  AND  NUISANCES 
FOUND  BY  THE  DISTRICT  INSPECTORS. 


Houses  and  Premises  Visits  or  Examinations 

on  account  of 

Inspections 
and  Visits. 

Infectious  Disease  Notifications 

163 

Complaints 

2117  . 

Unfounded  Complaints 

92 

House  to  House  Work 

32 

Occupants:  T.B.  Old  Persons 

103 

Occupants :  Overcrowding 

58 

Occupants:  Dirty  Tenants 

13 

Rodent  and  Vermirous  Premises 

10 

Work  in  Progress 

1185 

Drainage 

805 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

68 

Schools  (Inspection  of  Conveniences) 

2 

Public  Sanitary  Conveniences 

2 

Licensed  Houses,  Theatres,  etc.  ... 

59 

Vans,  Tents,  etc. 

— , 

Stables,  etc. 

2 

Offensive  Trades 

36 

Shops 

432 

Other  Visits  and  Inspections 

3331 

Sampling 

1 

Slum  Clearance 

150 

TOTAL  . 

8661 
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NOTICES  SERVED  IN  CONSEQUENCE  OF  NUISANCES,  &c. 
FOUND  DURING  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 


Verb¬ 

al 

Own¬ 

er 

Occu¬ 

pier 

Total 

No.  of 
Nuisances 
Abated  and 
Work 
Performed 

To  cleanse,  repair  or  renew  drains  ... 

— 

149 

3 

152 

138 

„  renew  defective  watercloset  basin 

— 

88 

— 

88 

71 

„  cleanse  dirty  watercloset  basin,  floor 
seat,  etc. 

3 

14 

. 

17 

10 

„  repair  seat  or  roof  or  door  of  watercloset 
coalhouse  or  washhouse 

_ 

302 

302 

141 

„  renew  or  repair  flushing  apparatus 

— 

107 

— 

107 

68 

„  provide  additional  watercloset  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„  provide  water  supply  to  watercloset 

— 

9 

— 

9 

6 

„  repair  or  renew  soil  or  vent  pipe 

— 

6 

— - 

6 

2 

„  repair  or  renew  bath,  sink  or  lavatory 
waste  pipe 

_ 

19 

r 

19 

8 

„  renew  dustbins  or  provide  additional 
dustbins 

2 

170 

T 

172 

78 

„  repair,  cleanse  or  renew  urinal  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„  repair  chimney  stacks  and  flues 

— 

62 

— 

62 

16 

„  cleanse  dirty  rooms,  passages  and  bed¬ 
ding,  etc. 

_ 

, 

_ 

1 

„  limewash  staircase  walls,  yard  wall, 
conveniences,  etc. 

3 

3 

2 

„  repair  windows,  floors,  ceilings,  doors  or 
wall  plaster 

1160 

1160 

410 

„  remedy  damp  walls 

— 

306 

— 

306 

63 

„  provide  light  and  ventilation 

— 

8 

— 

8 

2 

,,  repair  main  and  offshoot  roofs  ... 

— 

531 

— 

531 

137 

,,  repair  or  renew  spouts  ... 

- — 

256 

— 

256 

74 

„  repair  or  renew  k.  ranges,  fireplaces, 
washhouse  boilers,  etc. 

294 

294 

111 

„  provide  domestic  water  supply  ... 

— 

9 

— 

9 

2 

„  provide  or  repair  yard  pavement 

— 

23 

— 

23 

21 

remove  offensive  accumulations 

— 

7 

— 

7 

4 

„  abate  nuisance  from  the  keeping  of 
animals 

1 

11 

12 

1 

„  abate  other  nuisances 

32 

507 

21 

560 

403 

TOTALS  . 

38 

4041 

24 

4103 

1769 

30 


Drain  Testing, 

Length  of  soil  and  vent  pipes  repaired  or  renewed :  345  feet. 
Number  of  drains  repaired  or  Renewed:  156. 


Metal 

Stoneware 

Total  (feet) 

6ins. 

4ins. 

6ins. 

4ins. 

5,382 

— 

421 

274 

4,687 

Legal  Proceedings  : 


During  the  past  year  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  respect 
of  the  following  cases  :  — 


Offence  : —  How  disposed  of. 

Sale  of  Pork  Sausage  deficient  in  Meat 
Content  to  the  extent  of  12%  of  minimal 

amount  Fined  £5  and  costs. 


Sale  of  Pork  Sausage  containing  Sulphur 
Dioxide  preservative  without  displaying 
a  label  stating  the  presence  of  such 
preservative  Case  dismissed. 


Sale  of  Chocolate  Swiss  Roll  below 
standard  required.  Deficient  in  Fat-free 
cocoa  to  the  extent  of  40%  being  below 


the  nature,  substance  and 
demanded 

Sale  of  ice  cream  deficient  in  fat 
content  to  the  extent  mentioned, 
below  the  minimal  amount. 


quality 

Case  withdrawn. 

27%  Fined  £3  and  costs. 

25%  Fined  £3  and  costs. 

15%  Fined  £10  and  costs. 

36%  Fined  £10  and  costs. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. — There  are  only  three  common 
lodging  houses  in  the  Borough  and  these  provide  accommodation  for 
245  lodgers.  Structurally,  one  of  the  houses  is  of  a  high  standard, 
one  medium,  and  the  third  of  a  very  poor  standard. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  and  conduct  has  continued  satis¬ 
factory — as  in  previous  years. 


Offensive  Trades  :  — 

There  are  now  only  12  offensive  trades  authorised  in  the  Borough. 

1  Gut  Scraper. 

2  Tripe  Dressers. 

9  Rag  and  Bone  Merchants  (one  only  collects  bones). 
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21  Visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  these  premises.  4 
Infringements  included  the  white  or  colour  washing  of  the  rag  sorting 
premises,  and  3  defective  sanitary  conveniences. 

Plans. — The  practice  of  all  plans  for  new  buildings  being  sub¬ 
mitted  to  this  office  for  examination  in  relation  to1  sanitary  works  has 
been  continued  throughout  the  year.  This  is  an  important  connection 
between  the  Building  Surveyor  and  the  Health  Department.  The 
total  number  of  plans  examined  and  commented  upon  was  907. 


DRAINAGE  WORK  IN  CONNECTION  WITH 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 

The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  by  the 
Inspector  engaged  for  this  particular  branch  of  the  Department. 


DRAINAGE  WORK  in  connection  with  New  Buildings. 
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Rat  Repression — Particulars  of  the  work  done  by  the  three 
Rodent  Operatives  are  given  in  the  subjoined  table:  — 

Complaints  received  ...  . 

Premises  inspected  on  receipt  of  complaint  and 
otherwise 

Rats  caught  by  traps,  or  killed  by  hand  or  poisoned 
Number  of  poison  baits  laid 
Number  of  traps  set 

Visits  for  purpose  of  observation,  work  in  progress 
or  work  done 


Amount  and  Type  of 
Poison  used  on 

Red 

Squill 

Zinc 

Phosphide 

Arsenious 

Oxide 

Warfarin 

No.  of 
Premises 

LocalAuthority’sFremises 

15|  ozs. 

67  OZS. 

42|  ozs. 

— 

59 

Business  Premises 

53  ozs. 

182|  ozs. 

lOOf  ozs. 

48  ozs. 

178 

Private  Dwellings 

41!  ozs. 

98f  ozs. 

68f  ozs. 

2  ozs. 

419 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951  : — There  are 
13  premises  registered  within  the  Borough  under  the  provisions  of 
the  above  named  Act  and  3  premises  licensed  for  the  storage  of  rag 
flock.  No  flock  or  other  filling  materials  are  manufactured  within 
the  Borough.  Twenty-seven  visits  were  made  to  these  premises 
during  the  year.  All  filling  materials  being  used  were  from  an 
approved  scource,  and  carried  the  kite  mark  of  the  British  Standard 
Specification. 

No  samples  of  rag  flock  or  other  filling  materials  were  taken 
during  1954. 

Camping  Sites.— There  are  no  sites  in  the  Borough  licensed  for 
this  particular  purpose. 

Smoke  Abatement.— There  has  again  been  a  slight  improvement 
so  far  as  atmospheric  pollution  in  the  Borough  is  concerned.  At  two 
establishments  steam  raising  plant  has  been  converted  from  handfiring 
to  mechanical  stokers,  which  has  greatly  reduced  the  amount  of  smoke 
emitted  from  these  particular  chimneys.  Several  firms  are  improving 
the  instrumental  control  of  their  boiler  plants,  which  should  increase 
fuel  efficiency  and  reduce  smoke  emission.  86  visits  were  made  to 
industrial  premises  using  coal,  and  23  timed  observations  were  made 
on  various  chimneys  in  the  Borough. 

Wells.— Two  samples  of  water  taken  from  a  well  at  a  local 
Hospital,  and  14  samples  from  the  town  mains  supply  were  submi  e 
for  bacteriological  examination.  All  samples  were  satisfactory. 


602 

835 

6,324 

16,077 

318 

2,947 
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Swimming  Baths. — 18  visits  were  made  to  the  three  public 
swimming  baths  in  the  Borough  and  12  samples  of  water  taken  during 
the  time  the  baths  were  being  used  by  the  public.  All  samples  were 
bacteriologically  satisfactory. 

Factories,  Workshop®  and  Shops,  etc. 

The  following  tables  give  an  indication  of  the  work  carried  out 
under  the  Factories  Act,  1937  and  the  Sanitary  Accommodation 
Order,  1938,  by  the  Inspector  appointed  for  the  purpose. 

Factories. 


Premises. 

Number  of  Notices 

Statu¬ 

tory 

Complied 

with 

Verbal 

Intimation 

Factories  with  Mechanical  power  .. 

24 

17 

— 

40 

Factories  without  Mechanical  power 

22 

30 

3 

54 

Other  premises  (Building  sites,  etc.) 

— 

2 

— 

2 

TOTALS  . 

46 

49 

3 

96 

745  inspections  of  these  premises  were  made  during  the  year. 
Infringements  included  unsatisfactory  sanitary  accommodation, 
ventilation,  heating,  cleanliness,  overcrowding  and  floor  drainage. 

51  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  including  10  from 
H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories. 

There  were  no  Outworkers  notified  to  the  Local  Authority  under 
the  Act. 

There  are  now  no  underground  bakehouses  in  the  Borough. 

FACTORY  ACTS,  1937—1948  AND  THE  SANITARY 
ACCOMMODATION  REGULATIONS  1938— INSPECTIONS. 


Premises  Inspected. 

Number  on 

Number  of 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 
3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  ... 

229 

118 

17 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

670 

601 

30 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which  Section 
7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (this  includes 

building  sites,  etc.) 

26 

26 

1 

2 

TOTALS  . 

925 

745 

1 

49 
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DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

Prosecu- 

1  tions 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  ...  -... 

10 

9 

— 

3 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

6 

6 

1 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— - 

Sanitary  )  insufficient 

21 

21 

— 

3 

— 

Conveniences/-  unsuitable  or  defective 

40 

40 

— 

3 

— 

(S.7)  '  not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  Offences  : 

12 

11 

1 

(Not  including  offences  relating  to 

outwork) 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

Totals 

95 

93 

6 

10 

— 

The  SHOPS  ACT,  1950  (Sections  37,  38), 

Shops  : 


Subsection. 

Notices 

Complied 

Writ¬ 

ten 

Verbal 

with 

Section  37 — 

To  provide  and  maintain  suitable 
ventilation 

3 

8 

lil 

To  provide  and  maintain  reasonable 
temperature 

4 

L* 

6 

To  provide  suitable  and  sufficient 
sanitary  accommodation 

34 

15 

49 

To  provide  suitable  and  sufficient 
lighting 

— — 

2 

2 

To  provide  proper  and  sufficient 
washing  facilities 

2 

6 

8 

To  provide  and  maintain  facilities 
for  the  taking  of  meals 

1 

2 

3 

Section  38 — 

Provisions  of  seats  for  female  staff.. 

— 

3 

3 

TOTALS 

44 

3S 

82 

36 


During  the  year  367  visits  were  made  in  respect  of  the  above 
sections  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950. 

Other  visits  to  shops  are  included  under  the  heading  “Food  and 
Drugs”  and  “Pharmacy  and  Poisons.”  Repairs  to  shops  and  other 
business  premises,  roofs,  spouts,  floors,  and  general  repairs  are  included 
under  heading  “Public  Health  Acts.” 


Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  Part  II  Poisons,  Health  Provisions, 

87  Licenses  were  taken  cut  by  shop-keepers  during  the  year. 
151  visits  were  made  during  the  period  respecting  bottling,  labelling 
and  storage.  Particular  attention  is  paid  to  the  storage  of  these 
poisons  and  the  keeping  of  retailers  Registers  of  Poisons,  particularly 
where  these  poisons  are  ordered  by  phone  and  delivered  to  farmers,  etc. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1937,  Sections  13  and  14, 

635  Inspections  were  made  during  the  year  including  inspections 
made  on  behalf  of  the  Sunderland  Voluntary  Guild  of  Hygiene. 

105  Infringements  were  noted  and  remedied.  Many  minor 
infringements,  e.g.,  bin  lids  not  in  position,  towels  not  readily  avail¬ 
able,  windows  not  opened  when  necessary,  were  remedied  at  the  time 
of  the  visit.  Infringements  included  defective  sanitary  accommoda¬ 
tion,  lack  of  cleanliness,  too  infrequent  white  or  colour  washing,  and 
insufficient  ventilation. 

Condensation  continues  to  be  a  serious  problem,  particularly  in 
very  cold  weather,  and  much  research  work  has  been  carried  out  in 
this  regard.  The  full  co-operation  of  management  and  staff  is 
required  in  maintaining  the  ventilation  of  premises  to  overcome  this 
trouble. 

Lectures  on  Food  Hygiene  are  given  to  staffs  and  Institutes,  etc., 
on  request.  A  lecture  was  given  to  the  Northern  Gas  Board  salesmen 
on  “Food  Hygiene  and  the  prevention  of  Food  Poisoning.” 


Restaurant  Kitchens  (including  Snack  Bars  and  Workmen’s 
Canteens,  etc.) 

256  visits  were  made  to  these  premises.  45  Infringements  were 
noted  and  remedied.  Many  kitchens  have  been  modernised,  the 
owners  of  other  premises  have  been  advised  on  the  better  use  of  the 
space  available.  Traders  are  becoming  more  “hygiene  conscious” 
due  to  attendance  at  lectures,  etc.,  and  advice  given  at  the  time  of 
visits  to  their  premises.  Statutory  action  was  taken  against  the 
proprietor  of  a  Snack  Bar  to  provide  separate  sanitary  accommodation 
for  persons  frequenting  the  premises. 
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Public  Health  Act,  1936, 

390  Visits  under  this  heading  include  visits  to  offices  and  business 
premises  generally.  66  Nuisances  include  defective  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation,  spouts,  roofs,  and  other  defects.  Many  Self-service 
Launderettes  are  being  established.  Special  attention  is  given  on 
these  premises  with  regard  to  waste  pipes,  floor  drainage,  ventilation, 
staff  sanitary  accommodation,  etc. 

10  Statutory  Notices  were  served  and  the  work  complied  with 
under  this  heading.  In  two  instances  foul  odours  were  traced  to 
defective  electrical  equipment.  The  plastic  used  in  the  manufacture 
of  some  electrical  equipment,  when  hot,  gives  off  an  objectionable 
“fishy-  odour.  Dead  rodents  under  floors,  etc.,  are  often  the  cause 
of  bad  smells  reported. 


Food  Poisoning. 

45  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  verified  by  the  Bacteriologist. 
One  small  outbreak  of  6  cases  was  successfully  checked.  Other  cases 
were  not  confirmed.  106  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 


ANNUAL  RETURN  OF  FOOD  POISONING  NOTIFICATIONS 

YEAR,  1954. 

APPENDIX  D.  (i). 

Food  Poisoning  Notifications  (Corrected)  Returned  to  Registrar 
General — 

First  Second  Third  Fourth 
Quarter  Quarter  Quarter  Quarter  Total 

Food  Poisoning  .  —  5  5  2  12 

Dysentery  .  6  12  3  12  33 

Outbreaks  due  to  identified  agents  : 

Total  Outbreaks:  1.  Total  Cases:  3. 

Outbreaks  due  to  : 

(a)  Chemical  Poisons  :  Nil. 

(b)  Salmonella  Organisms  :  Nil. 

(c)  Staphylococci  (including  toxins)  :  1. 

(d)  C.I.  Botulinum  :  Nil. 

(e)  Other  Bacteria:  Nil. 
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Outbreaks  due  to  Undiscovered  Cause  : 

Total  Outbreaks:  Nil.  Total  Cases:  Nil. 


Single  Cases  : 

Agents  Identified: 

(a)  Chemical  Poisons:  Nil. 

(b)  Salmonella  Organisms:  8. 

(c)  Staphylococci  (including  toxins):  1. 

(d)  C.I.  Botulinum:  Nil. 

(e)  Other  Bacteria  (Sonne  and  Bacillary  Dysentery):  33. 

Total  Cases  :  42. 
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SECTION  E. 


HOUSING, 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1954, 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  ...  1492 

Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts  .  2209 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  1185 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925  * .  ...  32 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  25 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to*  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  705 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  the 

service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  •••  •  ••  •••  388 

Action  under  statutory  Powers  during  the  year :  — 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  36 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 
dered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  •••  26 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners...  27 
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R. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
informal  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ..  ...  433 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  .  15 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  1 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  51 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  44 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  was  deferred  under  Section  10  of 
Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 

Act,  ,1953  ...  ...  ...  .  3 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  H 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 

been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  •••  Nil. 

INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  BY  HOUSING  INSPECTORS 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

Houses  inspected  for  the  purpose  of  Section  9  notices  ...  106 

Other  visits  under  Section  9  . .  ...  408 

Houses  inspected  for  the  purpose  of  Section  11  notices...  58 
Houses  inspected  for  the  purpose  of  Section  12  notices  ...  16 

Houses  inspected  under  Section  10  (Work  in  Default)  ...  41 

Other  visits  under  Sections  10,  11,  12  and  13 .  723 

Inspections  of  properties  in  Slum  Clearance  Areas  ...  1151 

Special  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  132 

Inspections  on  complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Inspections  of  work  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

Visits  in  respect  of  ownerships,  land  charges,  etc.  ...  45 

Appointments  and  interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  IIP 
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Local  Government  (Miscellaneous)  1953  Provisions, 

Houses  surveyed  for  Section  10  .  4 

Other  visits  under  Section  10  .  7 

Housing  Repairs  Act,  1954. 

Houses  inspected  under  Section  26 

(Certificate  of  Disrepair)  .  4 

Total  ...  2939 


SLUM  CLEARANCE. 


During  the  year  steps  were  taken  to  put  into  operation  the  first 
post-war  slum  clearance  scheme  in  the  Borough,  covering  an  area 
known  as  the  Lawrence  Street  Area. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order  in  respect  of  this  property :  — 


Number  of  Areas  . 

Number  of  Orders  submitted  ...  * 

Compulsory  Purchase  Order 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  and  buildings, 

occupied  and  unoccupied  . 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  occupied  ... 

Number  of  occupied  rooms  . 

Number  of  families  ...  . 

Number  of  persons 

Acreage  of  Order  . 

Date  of  Council  Resolution  ... 

Date  of  Public  Enquiry 
Date  of  Confirmation  Order  ... 


1 

1 

1 

240 

210 

1249 

534 

1596 


13.5  approx. 

8th  September,  1954. 
14th  December,  1954. 
3rd  March,  1955. 
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SECTION  F* 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  Supply.  The  supervision  of  all  premises  where  milk  is 
pasteurised,  sterilised,  stored  or  sold  was  carried  out  and  the  clean¬ 
liness  of  these  premises  was  maintained.  Regular  sampling  of  milk 
was  carried  out  during  the  year  for  bacteriological  and  biological 
examinations,  also  for  chemical  analysis,  in  all  a  total  of  787  samples 
were  taken.  353  samples  of  [Pasteurised  and  T.T.  Pasteurised 
milk  were  submitted  for  the  Phosphatase  and  Methylene  Blue 
Reduction  tests;  7  samples  failed  that  statutory  test.  22  samples 
of  sterilised  milk  were  submitted  for  the  Turbidity  Test,  all  of  which 
were  satisfactory.  One  sample  of  Accredited  milk  was  submitted 
and  this  was  unsatisfactory.  88  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk 
were  submitted  to  the  Bacteriologist  for  the  Methylene  Blue 
Reduction  Test,  42  being  unsatisfactory.  102  samples  of  milk  were 
submitted  for  biological  examination,  and  only  one  was  reported  to 
be  affected  with  tubercle  baccilli,  this  was  reported  to  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture.  One  cow  from  the  affected  herd  was  slaughtered 
and  all  the  milk  from  this  herd  at  the  time  the  sample  was  being 
taken  was  being  pasteurised.  l'l  of  the  above-mentioned  samples 
were  from  T.T.  herds  and  9*1  from  non-designated  herds.  Samples 
taken  for  chemical  analysis  numbered  221,  nine  of  which  proved 
unsatisfactory. 

Dairies  and  Milkshops. — The  following  table  shows  the  number 
of  registered  Dairies  and  Milkshops  in  the  Borough :  — 

Number  of  Dairies  and  Milkshops  in  the  Borough 
on  the  register  on  31st  December,  1953:  — 

Milkshops  ...  ...  .  6 

Sterilised  milk  only  ...  .  386 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

-  437 

Number  added  to  the  Register  during  1954:  — 

Sterilised  milk  only  .  122 

Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

-  131 

Number  removed  from  Register  during  1954:  — 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Number  on  Register  on  31st  December,  1954: _ 


Milkshops 

•  ••  •  •  •  • • »  1 0 

Sterilised  milk  only 

•  ••  •••  •••  508 

Dairies 

•  ••  . . .  48 

-  566 

The  following  visits  were  paid  during  the  year  by  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Inspector  in  connection  with  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 
1949-53,  and  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  1949-53:  — 

To  Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  . . 843 

To  Railway  Stations  .  7 

NUMBER  OF  MILK  SAMPLES  SUBJECTED  TO 
ANALYTICAL  EXAMINATION  FOR  THE  ESTIMATE 
OF  MILKFAT,  NON-FATTY  SOLIDS  OR  ADDED 
WATER,  METHYLENE  BLUE  REDUCTION, 
COLIFORM  PHOSPHATASE  TURBIDITY  AND 
BIOLOGICAL  TESTS  DURING  1954. 

Chemical  Analysis- 
Milk 

Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test  and 
Conform  Tests — 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
Accredited  Milk  . 

Biological  Examination — 

Non-designated  Milk  . 

Designated  Milk 

Phosphatase  and  Methylene  Blue  Test — 

Pasteurised  Milk 
T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk  ... 

Turbidity  Test — 

Sterilised  Milk 


MILK  SAMPLES  TAKEN  FOR  BIOLOGICAL 
EXAMINATION.  SOURCE  OF  SUPPLY. 


Local 

Farmers 

Local  Dairymen 
per 

Durham 

Other 

Sources 

Total 

No. 

Positive 

Rail 

Farmers 

7 

— 

95 

102 

— 

102 

1 

221 


88 

1 


91 

11 


185 

168 


22 
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MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  RAW  MILK 
REGULATIONS,  1949, 

MILK,  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  PASTEURISED  AND 
STERILISED  MILK  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

Results  of  Samples  of  designated  milks  taken  during  the  year 
for  the  purpose  of  bacteriological  examination. 

Samples  were  taken  from  1  local  pasteurising  and  sterilising 
establishment — and  from  5  pasteurising  depots  outside  the  Borough 
which  were  supplying  local  dairymen. 

Tne  total  number  of  samples  taken  was  464  and  these  are 
classified  below:  — 


Tubercu¬ 

lin 

Testerl 

Accred¬ 

ited 

Pasteur¬ 

ised 

T.  T. 
Pasteur¬ 
ised 

Steril¬ 

ised 

Total 

Satisfactory  ... 

46 

176 

159 

22 

403 

Unsatisfactory 

42 

1 

4 

3 

— 

50 

Invalid  Temp, 
exceeding  65°  F. 

_ 

5 

6 

— 

11 

Totals 

88 

1 

185 

168 

22 

464 

464  samples  were  taken  and  50  of  these  failed  to  satisfy  the 
statutory  tests.  The  results  of  the  examination  of  11  samples  were 
invalid  due  to  the  fact  that  at  the  time  the  samples  were  taken  the 
maximum  overnight  temperature  exceeded  65  °F.  which  invalidates 
the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

When  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  failed  to  satisfy  the 
statutory  test,  the  County  Milk  Production  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  was  informed.  When  a  sample  of  Pasteurised  or 
Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  failed,  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  was  notified. 

DESIGNATED  MILKS  AND  ISSUE  OF  LICENCES. 

Licences  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations),  Raw 
Milk  Regulations,  1949,  and  Milk  Special  Designations  (Pasteurised 
and  Sterilised)  Milk  Regulations,  1949  and  1950  :  — 


Dealers  (Pasteurisers)  licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

„  (Sterilisers)  „ 

(Pasteurised)  „  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

„  f  Sterilised)  „  ...  ...  .  570 

„  (Tuberculin  Tested)  licences  ...  ...  ...  60 

Supplementary  Dealers  (Pasteurised)  licences  ...  ...  6 

„  „  (Sterilised)  „  ...  ...  6 


(Tuberculin  Tested)  licences  . 
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Ice-Cream  Factories,  Merchants  and  Dealers.  A  high  standard 
of  cleanliness  has  been  maintained  in  all  premises  where  ice-cream 
is  manufactured,  stored,  or  sold.  Frequent  inspections  were  made 
at  all  local  factories  during  the  period  when  ice-cream  was  being 
manufactured,  also  supervision  of  the  subsequent  cleansing  and 
sterilisation  of  equipment.  The  results  of  bacteriological  grading 
of  ice-cream  for  1954,  showed  that  78.2%  of  all  samples  were 
satisfactory,  compared  with  76.5%  for  1953.  The  average  fat  content 
of  ice-cream  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  was  7.13%;  the  figure 
for  1953  being  7.73%.  Four  samples  were  below  the  required  legal 
standard  of  5%  fat  content.  Legal  proceedings  were  instituted 
and  each  of  the  manufacturers  concerned  was  fined. 

RESULTS  OF  SAMPLES  OF  ICE-CREAM 
SUBMITTED  FOR  CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS 


5%  fat 

i  5%-7.5%fat 

7.5%-10%  fat 

■10%  (&  over 

4 

8 

2 

fat.  4 

RESULTS  OF  SAMPLES  SUBMITTED  FOR 
BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 
METHYLENE  BLUE  REDUCTION  TEST. 


Grade  1 

...  121  i 

Grade  2 

...  23  J 

Satisfactory 

144 

Grade?  3 

...  12  1 

Grade  4 

...  28  J 

Unsatisfactory 

40 

184 


The  number  of  manufacturers  in  the  town  on  the  31st  December, 
1954,  was  20  and  the  number  of  factories  17.  The  number  of 
retail  shops  selling  wrapped  ice-cream  only  was  340. 


ADULTERATION,  &c. 

The  number  of  samples  analysed  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938,  for  the  Borough  during  the  year  was  400  and  these  may  be 
classified  as  follows :  — 


Number 

Percentage  of 
Total  Samples. 

Milk  . 

221 

55.25% 

Butter  and  Margarine 

9 

2.25% 

Compound  Articles 

12 

3.% 

Miscellaneous 

148 

37.% 

Drugs 

10 

2.5% 
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Of  the  400  samples  submitted  23  (5.75  per  cent),  were  non- 
genuine;  while  in  1953  of  400  samples  examined  16  (4.0  per  cent.) 
were  non-genuine. 

The  23  non-genuine  samples  were  dealt  with  as  follows :  — 

5  legal  action  taken;  14  letters  of  caution;  4  no  further  action. 


Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926. — 29  visits  were  made 
to  premises  in  connection  with  the  above  Act,  3  samples  of  feeding 
stuff  and  6  samples  of  fertiliser  were  submitted  for  analysis.  Two 
samples  of  feeding  stuff  and  2  samples  of  fertiliser  did  not  comply 
with  the  statutory  statement  which  accompanied  them.  As  these 
deficiencies  were  not  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser,  the  manu¬ 
facturers  were  cautioned  regarding  the  accuracy  of  the  statutory 
statements. 


REPORT  OF  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  INSPECTOR. 


Visits 

No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions 

De¬ 

faults 

found 

Com¬ 

munica¬ 

tions 

Milk  : 

To  inspect  dairy  premises  . 

561 

27 

22 

„  inspect  retail  shops  . 

247 

21 

19 

„  examine  milk  churns  . 

723 

5 

5 

„  examine  milk  vehicles  . 

182 

17 

17 

Ice-Cream  : 

To  inspect  vehicles  and  utensils  . 

112 

9 

9 

,,  „  manufacturers  premises  ....... 

436 

47 

47 

„  „  merchants  premises  . 

12 

1 

1 

„  „  vendors  premises  . 

303 

17 

17 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  : 

To  obtain  milk  samples  . 

221 

9 

9 

„  obtain  other  samples  . 

179 

14 

14 

Bacteriology  : 

To  obtain  milk  samples  . 

464 

50 

50 

„  obtain  water  samples  . 

14 

— 

— 

„  3,  „  „  (Swimming  Baths) 

12 

— 

- 

Miscellaneous  : 

To  Premises  under  Fertilisers  and  Feed- 

ing  Stuffs  Act,  1926  . 

29 

4 

4 

Other  visits  of  inspection  . 

188 

_ 

Smoke  observations  . 

86 

16 

16 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials 

Act,  1951  . 

27 

2 

2 

47 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  and  the  number  of  carcases  condemned  as  well  as  the 
parts  and  organs  condemned. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  slaughtered  and  inspected  ... 

5402 

838 

375 

23508 

9997 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned! 

9 

4 

9 

18 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ... 

1819 

204 

- 

1398 

801 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 

affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

33.68% 

24.52% 

1.06% 

5.9% 

8% 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

7 

12 

— 

— 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ... 

605 

309 

— 

— 

168 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

11.20% 

37.14% 

— 

— 

1.68% 

After  14  J  years  of  control  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  the  meat 
trade  again  became  responsible  for  securing  its  own  supply  of  meat. 

The  three  slaughter-houses  in  use  during  control  were  returned 
to  their  owners  and  a  survey  was  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  Borough  Architect  and  the  Chief  and  Deputy  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector,  of  premises  which  had  been  licenced  as  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  pre-war  days. 

Of  the  former  51  slaughter-houses,  some  were  destroyed,  some 
used  for  other  purposes,  and  only  21  were  finally  licenced.  More 
than  40  butchers  are  now  using  these  slaughter-houses  and  slaughtering 
facilities  are  quite  inadequate.  It  is,  therefore,  difficult  to  maintain 
a  good  standard  of  hygiene  and  conditions  leave  much  to  be  desired. 
In  three  of  the  slaughter-houses,  killing  proceeds  on  Saturdays  and 
Sundays  for  the  wholesale  trade,  and  killing  at  night  is  the  rule  m 
the  majority  of  premises. 
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The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  was  40,120,  a  decrease 
of  1,607  compared  with  the  previous  year  when  under  Ministry  of 
Food  Control.  The  number  of  sheep  was  6,042  below  the  total  of 
the  previous  year,  but  there  was  an  increase  of  5,119  in  the  number 
of  pigs  slaughtered. 

During  the  peak  period  of  September  and  October  more  than 
100  carcases  of  home  killed  beef  were  brought  into  the  town  weekly, 
for  sale  in  the  wholesale  meat  shop.  Thus;  more  animals  could  have 
been  slaughtered  locally  had  the  accommodation  been  available. 


DETAILS  OF  DISEASED  CARCASES  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle- 

exclud 

ing- 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Totals 

Tuberculosis  . 

7 

12 

1 

20 

Fever,  Acute  . 

— 

2 

1 

— 

7 

10 

Decomposition — Found  dead  . . . 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

5 

Septicaemia  . 

— 

1 

2 

— 

6 

9 

Leukaemia  . 

— * 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Emaciation  and  Oedema  . 

— 

6 

— 

4 

5 

15 

TOTALS  . 

7 

21 

4 

9 

19 

60 

TOTAL  AMOUNT  OF  MEAT  AND  OFFAL  CONDEMNED 

lbs.  lbs. 

5735  Imported  Beef  . .  4603 

160  Imported  Pork  .  9C6 

566  Imported  Mutton  .  6 

2681 
60423 

Total  Amount:  33  tons  10  cwts.  1  qr.  12  lbs. 

The  meat  and  part  of  the  offal  is  salvaged,  small  amounts  of  the 
offal  being  burnt  in  the  incinerator. 


Beef 

Veal 

Mutton 

Pork 

Offal 


OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED  AND  COLLECTED 
FOR  FOSSIBLE  SALVAGE  BY  CLEANSING  DEPARTMENT. 


lbs. 

Tinned  meats  .  12059 

Tinned1  vegetables  .  4476 

Tinned  Milk  .  14C9 

Tinned  fish  .  43 

Tinned  fruit  .  4043 

Provisions  .  657 

Bacon  .  969 

Confectionery  .  1678 

Dried  Milk  .  2016 


lbs. 

Dried  fruits  .  1400 

Fruit  .  4122 

Oatmeal  . .  4845 

Shell  Fish  .  138 

Wet  Fish  .  145 

Frozen  Eggs  .  846 

Rabbits  .  91 

Sago  . 85 

Sausage  .  105 


Total  amount:,  17  tons  9  cwts.  1  qr.  11  lbs. 
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INSPECTION  OF  FOODSTUFFS. 
NUMBER  OF  VISITS  TO  PREMISES. 


Slaughterhouses  . 

2792 

Fish  Shops  and  stalls  . 

102 

Wholesale  meat  depots  ... 

703 

Retail  Fruiterers  . 

18 

Butchers  shops  . 

5:6 

Open-Air  Stalls  . 

84 

Meat  carrying  vehicles  ... 

321 

Railway  Premises . 

8 

Tripe  preparers  . 

22 

Canteens,  Hotels  or 

Gut  scrapers  . 

18 

Institutions  . 

43 

Wholesale  Provisions 

148 

Horse  Meat  shops  . 

26 

Retail  Provisions  . 

480 

Private  houses  . 

31 

Wholesale  Fruiterers  . 

24 

Bakeries  . . . 

18 

A  magistrate’s  order 

was  received  for  the  destruction  of 

33  tins 

of  fruit  found  deposited  at  an  open  air  stall  and  a  letter  of  warning 
was  sent  to  the  owner  of  the  stall  who  was  in  hospital  at  the  time. 

Three  complaints  were  received  in  connection  with  foreign  matter 
in  bread,  one  of  mould  in  a  pie,  one  of  a  feather  in  a  jar  of  chicken 
and  one  of  particles  of  glass  in  sugar.  It  was  impossible  to  trace 
how  the  sugar  had  become  contaminated  and  the  matter  was  left  to 
be  dealt  with  by  the  British  Sugar  Corporation.  Letters  of  warning 
were  sent  in  the  remaining  cases  and  arrangements  made  between  the 
customer  and  the  retailer  proved  sufficient. 

No  action  was  taken  regarding  complaints  received  in  respect 
of  ground  almonds,  sausage,  meat,  and  a  fowl,  as  the  complaints  were 
not  genuine. 

One  firm  notified  a  nest  of  rats  in  a  case  of  dried  fruit,  which 
was  destroyed. 

Another  firm  lost  200  lbs  of  cakes  due  to  the  use  of  unsound 
frozen  eggs. 

Disinfestation  was  carried  out  at  one  warehouse  due  to  the 
presence  of  beetles. 

Evidence  was  given  in  court  of  the  condemnation  of  a  pig  carcase 
due  to  septicaemia.  This  case  was  taken  up  by  the  Police  and  an 
officer  of  the  R.S.P.C.A. 

Other  complaints  dealt  with,  related  to— an  insect  in  a  lollipop, 
a  calf  tooth  in  a  meat  pasty,  dirt  on  chips  and  parasites  m  chocolate 
tea  cakes.  The  latter  resulted  in  a  prosecution  in  another  authority  s 
area,  and  the  authority  concerned  sought  information  about  previous 
storage  in  the  borough.  Warnings  were  given  in  the  other  cases. 

Three  complaints  in  respect  of  choked  drains  were  made  to 
owners  of  slaughter-houses  and  the  nuisances  were  remedied  quickly 

in  all  cases. 
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DISINFECTION. 

The  following  work  has  been  done  by  the  Disinfecting  Officer: — 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  .  730 

Number  of  calls  for  bedding,  etc.  ...  .  1021 

The  work  carried  out  at  the  Disinfecting  Station  at  the  Hospital 
for  Infectious  Diseases  is  given  in  the  following  table : _ 


Articles 

Disinfected 

Destroyed. 

Beds  . 

190 

27 

Mattresses  . 

385 

31 

Blankets  . 

1008 

50 

Pillows  . 

502 

18 

Quilts  . 

94 

9 

Sheets  . 

53b 

45 

Bolsters  . 

205 

1 2 

Sundries  . 

762 

211 

3676 

405 

SCABIES. 

The  rooms  and  bedding  in  respect  of  all  discharged  cases  of 
scabies  were  disinfested,  a  total  of  585  verminous  rooms  being  dis¬ 
infested  by  the  Officer  during  the  year  as  well  as  the  cleansing  of 
49  persons,  infested  with  vermin. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

For  the  report  on  Venereal  Diseases,  I  am  indebted  to  Dr. 
Kirkhouse,  Consultant  Venereologist;  and  I  have  extracted  the  relevant 
facts  and  figures  from  his  report  on  the  Special  Treatment  Department 
of  the  Sunderland  Royal  Infirmary. 


ATTENDANCE  OF  SUNDERLAND  PATIENTS,  1954. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar . 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

TOTAL 

M.  ... 

308 

357 

311 

285 

303 

287 

278 

264 

326 

322 

286 

243 

3570 

F.  ... 

285 

285 

282 

249 

319 

325 

259 

184 

222 

196 

270 

235 

3111 

NEW  REGISTRATIONS 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug:. 

Sept 

Oct. 

N  ov. 

Dec. 

TOTAL 

M.  ... 

28 

38 

39 

41 

39 

26 

30 

26 

28 

36 

29 

25 

385 

F.  ... 

11 

7 

5 

7 

12 

14 

8 

4 

7 

3 

5 

11 

94 

Syphilis*  Only  four  new  cases  of  Early  Syphilis  were  registered 
during  the  year — three  primary  cases  (all  males)  and  one  secondary 
(female). 

The  total  number  of  syphilitic  cases,  of  all  stages,  shows  an 
increase  mainly  due  to  the  number  of  transfers  from  other  Clinics 
and  returns.  Several  of  the  return  cases  needed  only  investigation, 
and  some  others  were  female  patients  who  were  pregnant  and  returned 
for  a  course  of  penicillin  as  a  precautionary  measure  only. 

Treatment.  Routine  treatment  has  been  carried  out  with 
Penicillin  and  Bismuth  with  an  additional  course  of  Arsenic  in  a  few 
selected  cases. 

It  has  been  found  that  more  patients  are  showing  sensitivity  to 
penicillin,  especially  after  the  second  or  third  course,  the  main 
manifestation  being  a  massive  urticarial  eruption,  which  is  easily 
controlled  with  antihistiminics. 

Gonorrhoea.  There  has  again  been  a  decrease  in  the  number  of 
cases  af  acute  gonorrhoea  seen  at  the  clinic. 

Treatment.  Penicillin  is  still  the  drug  of  choice  and  no 
resistant  case  has  occurred. 

Urethritis.  There  has  again  been  an  increase  in  non-gonoccocal 
urethritis,  and  there  were  a  greater  number  of  cases  registered  than 
cases  of  gonococcal  infection. 

Treatment.  The  drug  used  in  these  cases  depended  on  the 
findings  in  direct  smears  and  cultures.  Where  definite  organisms 
were  found  sulphatriad  proved  efficacious  in  most  cases.  In  the 
sulpha-resistant  or  bacterial  case,  Streptomycin  or  Terramycin  were 
used  with  good  results. 

Irrigations  and  instrumentation  are  still  necessary  in  some  chronic 
cases. 

NonWenereal  Cases.  The  usual  cases  of  Balanitis,  Warts, 
Scabies,  etc.,  were  met  with,  also  a  large  number  of  patients  who 
needed  no  treatment  at  all. 
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Visits*  During  the  year,  the  Health  Visitor  (seconded  for  this 
purpose)  made  305  personal  visits,  of  this  number  225  persons  were 
contacted  and  80  visits  proved  ineffectual.  As  a  result  of  these 
visits  200  persons  reported  to  the  clinic. 


Ante-natal  Cases*  Eight  Sunderland  pregnant  women  patients 
were  carried  over  from  1953  for  delivery  in  1954.  Of  these,  seven 
were  normal  deliveries  and  one  patient  was  discharged  before  delivery. 

The  total  number  of  ante-natal  mothers  for  the  Borough  for  1954 
was  29. 

These  pregnancies  resulted  in:  — 

10  normal  deliveries  (all  babies  N.V.D.). 

1  miscarriage. 

7  discharged  before  delivery. 

11  carried  forward  for  delivery  in  1955. 

The  mothers  were  diagnosed  as:  — 

1  Primary  Syphilis. 

3  Secondary  Syphilis. 

9  Sy.  3. 

4  Late  Syphilis. 

3  Congenital  Syphilis. 

1  Gonorrhoea. 

8  N.V.D. 


Cases  Treated  at  the  Special  Treatment  Department, 

Royal  Infirmary,  during  1954. 

M.  F.  Total. 


No.  of  cases  under  treatment  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  ...  ...  •••  ••• 

Number  of  cases  removed  from  the  Register 
which  returned  for  treatment  . 


Cases  dealt  with  for  the  first  time  :  — 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Syphilis 

22 

19 

41 

Chancroid 

* — 

— 

- 

Gonorrhoea 

69 

13 

82 

Non-gonococcal  urethritis 

(males  only) 

93 

- - 

Anv  other  conditions  re- 

quiring  treatment  . . . 

121 

40 

161 

Conditions  not  requiring 

treatment 

195 

76 

271 

286 

8 


500 


281 

11 


148 


567 

19 


648 


No.  of  cases  dealt  with  for  first  time  who  had 
been  transferred  from  other  Centres 


25 


6  31 


Totals  ...  819  446  1265 
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No.  of  cases  discharged  .  392 

No.  of  patients  who  defaulted  after  completion 

of  treatment,  but  before  final  discharge  3 

No.  of  cases  which  ceased  to  attend  before  com¬ 
pletion  of  treatment  ...  ...  ...  6 

No.  of  patients  under  treatment  known  to  have 

died  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Transferred  to  other  Centres  ...  ...  ...  157 

Under  treatment  at  31-12-54  . .  254 


153 

1 

3 

6 

6 

277 


545 

4 

9 

13 

163 

531 


Totals  ...  819  446  1265 


159  Merchant  seamen  reported  during  the  year,  of  whom  49  were 
foreigners. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  6  less  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  than  in  the 
previous  year,  and  the  number  of  deaths  was  the  same  as  in  the 
previous  year. 

During  the  year  217  cases  of  pulmonary  and  29  non- pulmonary 
were  notified,  making  a  total  of  246  cases. 

Of  these  129  were  males  and  117  females. 


Cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  and  deaths  from  the  disease  during 
1954  :  — 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—1 

2 

1—5 

6 

5 

2 

2 

— ■ 

— 

5—15 

4 

9 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—25 

31 

50 

4 

5 

— 

— 

— 

25—45 

33 

31 

3 

4 

8 

7 

1 

2 

45—65 

28 

8 

2 

— 

21 

5 

— 

— 

65—75 

7 

1 

— 

— 

5 

— 

1 

— 

75  upwards 

1 

1 

Totals 

112 

105 

1 

17 

12 

34 

12 

2 

2 
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In  connection  with  the  work  of  the  Chest  Clinic,  the  Consultant 
Chest  Physician  reports  as  follows  :  — 

There  are  four  whole- time  Tuberculosis  Visitors  concerned  with 
the  preventive  care  and  after-care  of  tuberculosis.  They  work 
entirely  from  the  Chest  Clinic  where  they  have  every  facility  for  close 
coi-operation  with  the  Chest  Physicians  and  other  Clinic  staff  and  also 
the  necessary  facilities  for  radiological  and  immunisation  work. 

All  the  usual  preventive  measures  in  tuberculosis  are  employed 
but  perhaps  the  most  important  feature  is  that  all  the  various  depart¬ 
ments  and  organisations  concerned  in  this  work,  such  as  the  Public 
Health  Department,  the  Voluntary  After  Care  Committee,  the  Guild 
of  Help,  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  the  National  Assistance  Board,  the 
Hospital  Management  Committee  and  the  Paediatric,  Orthopaedic  and 
Chest  Clinic  Services,  all  work  together  harmoniously.  This  fact  I 
feel  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  tuberculosis  prevention. 

There  has  been  no  further  fall  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
tuberculosis  and  the  known  incidence  of  the  disease  has  remained 
much  the  same.  The  real  incidence  is  probably  falling. 


Deaths.  Notifications. 

Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Non-Recpiratory. 


1947 

107 

25 

235 

51 

1948 

107 

25 

277 

48 

1949 

123 

18 

279 

49 

1950 

90 

12 

211 

45 

1951 

84 

12 

278 

52 

1952 

61 

6 

267 

34 

1953 

48 

2 

228 

24 

1954 

46 

4 

217 

29 

From  the  246  new  cases,  984  household  contacts  were  examined 

and  this  revealed  31'  cases  of  active  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  372  of 
the  contacts  were  Mantoux  negative,  319  received  B.C.G.,  and  in  53 

cases. 

,  the  parents 

refused  immunisation. 

Contacts 

Contacts 

Active  Pul.  Tub. 

Notifications. 

Examined. 

given  B.C.G. 

cases  discovered 

1951 

330 

975 

141 

26 

1952 

301 

1317 

343 

36 

1953 

252 

917 

104 

24 

1954 

246 

984 

319 

31 

The  Rehabilitation  Clinic 

has  been  continued  and  has  again 

proved  of  the  greatest  value.  I  am  very  grateful  for  the  helpful 
co-operation  of  the  Disablement  Re-settlement  Officers  at  the  local 
offices  and  also  at  the  Felling  Industrial  Re-habilitation  unit. 
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No.  of  cases  interviewed  ... 

1951 

104 

1952 

91 

1953 

69 

1954 

63 

Placed  in  employment  or  found  work 
following  interview  . 

42 

39 

26 

23 

Accepted  for  training  . 

17 

8 

10 

4 

Accepted  for  re-habilitation 

7 

8 

9 

9 

Available  for  sheltered  work  only... 

12 

5 

2 

— 

Ceased  to  contact  D.R.O. 

3 

7 

3 

7 

Lffiemployed  or  sick  at  date  of  review 

24 

14 

17 

20 

The  Seaham  Thoracic  Surgical  Unit  under  Mr.  Selwyn  Griffin, 
F.R.C.S.,  has  during  the  year  greatly  reduced  the  waiting  list  for 
major  surgery,  which  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  down  to  30  cases. 
The  waiting  list  for  sanitarium  and  hospital  beds  was,  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  16  male  and  7  female,  and  it  can  be  anticipated  that  by  the 
end  of  1955  there  will  be  no  waiting  list  at  all. 

A  close  watch  is  being  kept  on  posthumous  notifications  and  the 
majority  of  these  are  following  post  mortem  examination  of  geriatric 
cases  in  which  the  recrudescence  of  tuberculosis  was  probably  a 
terminal  event.  The  contacts  of  such  cases  are  fully  checked,  as 
with  any  other  notified  case. 

There  has  been  very  happy  liaison  with  the  School  Medical 
Service  in  connection  with  the  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  school-leavers. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  the  1954  report  of  the  School 
Medical  Officer,  which  is  included  here  as  the  responsibility  for 
B.C.G.  Vaccination  rests  with  the  Health  Committee:  — 

B.C.G.  Vaccination. 

The  Scheme  for  B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  selected  groups  of  the 
population  has  been  extended  to  school  children  and  Local  Authorities 
were  authorised  to  offer  vaccination  to  children  in  their  fourteenth 
year. 

This  has  been  carried  out  in  Sunderland  by  School  Medical 
Officers — no  increase  in  staff  was  found  necessary  and  there  has  been 
no  interference  in  the  work  of  the  School  Health  Service. 

A  letter,  with  consent  form,  was  sent  to  the  parents  of  all  children 
in  the  age  group.  A  School  Medical  Officer  then  visited  each  school 
and  carried  out  a  tuberculin  test  (Mantoux)  and  two  and  a  half  days 
later  returned  to  note  the  result  and  carry  out  B.C.G.  Vaccination 
where  necessary. 

Two  weeks  later  another  visit  was  paid  to  the  school  to  inspect 
the  vaccination,  and  again  in  about  six  to  eight  weeks  to  carry  out  a 
post  B.C.G.  Mantoux  Test. 

All  children  who  were  originally  Mantoux  positive  were  later 
asked  to  attend  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  along  with  other  members 
of  the  family. 
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We  are  indebted  to  the  Chest  Physicians  for  their  help  and  advice. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  B.C.G.  Vaccination  during 
the  year  :  — 

1610  children  were  Mantoux  tested. 

891  children  were  found  to  have  a  negative  reaction  and 
were  given  a  B.C.G.  Vaccination. 

620  children  were  found  to  be  Mantoux  positive. 

47  children  were  found  to  be  doubtful. 

525  children  out  of  620  notified,  attended  for  Mass  Radio¬ 
graphy  X-Ray.  8  of  these  children  were  found  to  be 
active  T.B. 

446  contacts  attended  for  Mass  Radiography  X-Ray. 


Statistics  relating  to  Mass  Radiography  Surveys  carried  out  in  Sunderland  by  the 

Mass  Radiography  Unit,  Durham. 
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Extract  from  Report  of  the  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee :  — 

During  the  year  279  cases  have  been  dealt  with,  the  types  of 
help  being  too  numerous  to  mention.  Many  applications  were 
personal,  others  were  referred  by  the  Chest  Clinic,  Health  Visitors, 
Almoners  and  Matrons,  Ministry  of  Pensions  Welfare  Officers, 
National  Assistance  Board,  Doctors,  etc.  A  few  enquiries  were 
received  from  S.S.A.F.A.  mainly  concerned  with  requests  for  com¬ 
passionate  leave,  posting  or  release  owing  to  the  illness  of  a  member 
of  the  family.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  summary  of  assistance  that 
a  generous  amount  has  been  received  through  “Save  The  Children 
Fund”  and  Priestman  Fund  for  clothing  for  children. 


Summary  of  Assistance  given  during  the  year. 


77  persons  granted  clothing 
44  persons  granted  footwear  ... 

36  families  granted  beds  and  bedding 
39  patients  received  nourishment 
33  cases  helped  through  Voluntary  Funds  ... 
7  Save  the  Children  Fund  cases, 

3  received  Food  Parcels  ... 

157  Adults  and  20  children  in  hospitals  or 
Sanatoria  received  Christmas  boxes 
7  children  helped  through  Priestman  Fund  ... 
25  cases  helped  through  Benevolent  Funds  ... 
50  families  helped  with  coal  at  Christmas  ... 
79  children  received  toys  at  Christmas 
5  children  helped  through  special  B.B.C.  Fund 


£  s.  d. 
113  6  0 

51  1  3 

145  15  0 
209  5  3 
103  16  4 

60  0  0 

83  10  0 
25  0  0 
199  5  0 

24  2  4 

5  16  6 


Occupational  Therapy  : 


The  Occupational  Therapy  Scheme  for 
non-ambulant  cases,  sponsored  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  is  now  in  its  third  year — still  an 
infant,  but  a  thriving  one — for  it  certainly 
retains  its  popularity.  The  number  of 
patients  participating  in  the  scheme  vary  during 
the  year,  numbers  fall  off  during  the  summer 
months  as  patients  are  able  to  get  out,  but  they 
are  happy  to  return  to  handicrafts  often  with 
renewed  vigour. 

Costs  re-imbursed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
£611  Is.  6d.  less  goods  sold  £101  0s.  Od.  ...  510 

Costs  paid  from  Voluntary  Funds 
(46  Tohn  Street)  •  ••_ 

Costs  avainst  the  Occupational  Therapy  Centre, 
Grangetown,  £189  0s.  5d.  less  goods  sold 
£29  19s.  7d.  ...  . 


1  6 
0  5 

0  10 
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Extract  from  Report  of  the  Care  in  Illness  Committee* 

The  Care  in  Illness  Committee  have  had  a  busy  year,  and  have 
interviewed  421  applicants.  Many  of  these  have  required  surgical 
appliances  and  invalid  chairs,  but  there  has  been  an  increasing  demand 
for  nourishment,  in  addition  to  the  many  other  needs  which  arise  from 
illness. 

The  number  of  cancer  cases  is  also  rising,  and  it  is  possible  that 
this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Almoners  of  Hospitals  are  sending 
more  patients  to  this  office  on  their  discharge.  When  the  head  of 
a  family  is  unable  to  work  for  any  length  of  time  owing  to  illness, 
it  is  understandable  that  certain  weekly  payments  fall  into  arrears,  and 
that  the  wife  finds  difficulty  in  feeding  and  clothing  her  children. 
The  Care  in  Illness  Committee  can  often  help  by  giving  nourishment, 
and  sometimes  when  the  patient  has  served  in  the  Forces,  by  making 
application  to  an  appropriate  Benevolent  Fund. 

During  this  year  14  grants  were  received  on  behalf  of  cases, 
ffie  total  amounting  to  £96  8s.  Od1.  This  of  course,  is  quite  apart 

from  grants  received  from  the  National  Society  for  Cancer  Relief. 
This  very  necessary  Society  is  most  generous,  and  no  case  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Care  in  Illness  Committee  has  been  refused  help. 
28  new  cases  are  in  receipt  of  weekly  grants,  and  14  applications 
for  help  with  necessary  bedding  were  assisted  by  this  Society. 

Domestic  Helps  are  playing  a  large  part  in  the  work  of  the 
Committee,  and  often,  by  working  in  conjunction  with  the  Organiser 
of  the  Domestic  Help  Service,  it  has  been  possible  to  alleviate 
distress  by  arranging  for  someone  to  do  the  heavy  work  whilst  the 
housewife  was  ill.  Convalescence  is  also  arranged  and  in  some  cases 
ffie  train  fare  has  been  paid  so  that  the  patient  can  travel  to  his  or 
her  destination.  In  some  cases  it  is  necessary  to  supply  clothing 
when  a  patient  is  going  to  a  convalescent  home;  during  1954,  26 
grants  of  clothing  were  made  at  a  cost  of  £48  Os.  lid.  In  connection 
with  the  loan  of  appliances  there  was  a  large  demand  for  invalid 
ffiairs  during  a  short  period,  but  every  application  was  met.  74 
people  were  helped  during  the  year. 
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Summary  of  assistance  granted  during  the  year 

26  families  were  helped  with  clothing  ... 

6  ))  S3  3)  33  bedding 

76  „  „  „  „  nourishment 

1  case  had  driving  licence  paid  ... 

2  cases  had  train  fare  paid 

1  case  had  the  Gas  Bill  paid 

1  case  had  a  Home  Help  . 

1  Abdominal  Belt  . 

1  Air  Bed 
Crutch  Rubbers 
Rubber  Bed  Pan 

Repairs  to  Invalid  Chairs  . 

Air  Rings  and  Bed  Pans 

2  Bed  cages 
Rubber  Sheets 


£  s.  d. 
48  10  IT 
10  18  6 
52  4  5* 
0  5  0 
6  11  4 
3'  9  2 
2  10  0 
J  3  0 
11  10  0 
0  18  1 
1  5  6 
1  17  6 
10  12  0 
1  9  0 

1  12  0 


421  new  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year.  Of  this  number 
224  were  by  personal  application,  and  the  remainder  were  recom¬ 
mended  by: — Almoners  44;  Pensions  Office  2;  Doctors  83;  R.A.F. 
2;  District  Nurses  24;  N.A.B.  15;  Police  1;  S.S.A.F.A.  2;  Friends 
9;  Welfare  Officer  3;  Health  Department  6;  British  Legion  2;  Vicar  1; 
W.V.S.  1;  and  Domestic  Helps  2. 


The  following  appliances  were  lent  during  the  year :  — 

Hot  Water  Bottles... 

...  2 

Invalid  Chairs 

Air  Rings 

...  55 

Bed  cages 

Bed  Rests 

...  46 

Air  Beds 

Rubber  Sheets 

...  47 

Indoor  Chairs 

Walking  Sticks 

...  25 

Prams  . 

Bed  Pans 

...  67 

Spinal  Carriage  . . . 

Elbow  Sticks 

...  2 

Crutches 

Bed  and  Pulley  ... 

...  1 

Pillows  . 

Urine  Bottles 

. . .  26 

Commodes 

Bed  Tables 

...  2 

Rubber  Bed  Pans  . . . 

Air  Cushions 

...  8 

Feeding  Cups 

Cot  Beds . 

...  1 

Mattresses  (Dunlopillo) 

Push  Chair 

...  1 

74 

13 

7 

8 
2 
1 


17  pairs. 


3 

12 

17 

2 

1 


SUNDERLAND  SOCIAL  SERVICE  WELFARE  COMMITTEE 
EXTRACT  OF  ANNUAL  REPORT,  1954. 


Work  done  :  — 

Callers  .  1008 

Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  652 

Shelter  arranged  ...  ...  •••  31 

Maternity  Accommodation  Arranged  ...  29 

Babies  placed  for  adoption  ...  ...  24 

Adoptions  Legalised  ...  ...  ...  26 

Private  Agreements  .  1 

Affiliations  Gained  (Court)  .  10 
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SECTION  H. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


1 .  ADMINISTRATION. 

(a)  The  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  consisting  of  eleven 
members  of  the  Health  Committee  is  responsible  for  the  service. 
Meetings  are  held  at  monthly  intervals  and  business  carried  out  at 
these  meetings  is  thereafter  reported  to  the  full  Health  Committee. 

(b)  Staff.  There  are  thirteen  workers  employed  in  the  service. 

(c)  Co-ordination  with  Regional  Hospital  Boards  and  Hospital 

Management  Committees. 

Co-ordination  between  the  Local  Health  Authority  Mental 
Health  Workers  and  the  Members  and  staff  of  Regional  Hospital 
Boards  and  Hospital  Management  Committees  continues  to  be  satis¬ 
factory.  Personal  contact  with  the  officers  responsible  for  the  welfare 
of  patients  discharged  from  hospital,  has  ensured  that  such  patients 
are  kept  in  touch  with  perrons  who  are  able  to  help  them  if  and  when 
assistance  is  required. 

(d)  Duties  delegated  to  Voluntary  Organisations. 

The  duties  carried  out  by  voluntary  organisations  for  the  mental 
health  service  have  been  concerned  mainly  with  the  material  needs  of 
people,  financial  aid,  provision  of  clothing  and  other  necessities  not 
provided  for  by  the  local  health  authority  or  government  services. 

(e)  Training  of  Staff. 

Members  of  the  staff  are  given  an  opportunity  to  attend  short¬ 
term  training  courses  and  to  visit  centres  and  departments  in  other 
areas.  During  1954  three  members  of  the  staff  attended  a  one  day 
refresher  course  organised  by  the  National  Association  for  xMental 
Health. 

The  need  for  training  facilities  in  this  region  is  apparent  owing 
to  the  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining  trained  personnel  in  all 
branches  of  mental  health  service. 
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H.  (i)  (a)  Prevention  of  Mental  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care  of 
Mentally  Ill  and  Defective. 

It  is  difficult  to  assess  the  needs  of  persons  suffering  from  mental 
ill  health  as  many  are  still  referred  by  their  Doctors  direct  to  the 
Psychological  Clinic  at  the  Royal  Infirmary  or  to  the  Medical  Officers 
at  Cherry  Knowle  Hospital.  The  Duly  Authorised  Officer  is  usually 
informed  only  when  the  possibility  arises  of  the  need  for  hospital 
treatment.  Care  is  taken  after  investigation  of  such  notifications,  to 
avoid  the  overlapping  of  visitations,  between  the  officers  of  this  depart¬ 
ment,  the  hospital  services  and  other  departments  of  the  local 
authority. 


(b)  Under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts. 

Notifications  continue  to  be  received  from  the  various  depart¬ 
ments,  social  agencies  and  relatives,  and  investigations  often  entail 
many  visits  and  enquiries  before  action  is  taken  to  place  any  person 
in  hospital.  If  hospital  care  is  not  considered  necessary  at  the  time 
of  notification,  the  Duly  Authorised  Officer  contacts  all  the  social 
services  likely  to  be  of  assistance  to  the  person  concerned  and  personal 
contact  is  maintained  until  such  time  as  assistance  is  no  longer  required. 


(c)  Under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts. 

The  sources  of  notification  and  method  of  ascertainment  have  not 
changed  throughout  the  year.  Although  the  number  of  notifications 
has  decreased  this  year,  it  has  been  observed  that  a  number  of  school 
leavers  who  were  educationally  sub-normal  and  were  not  considered 
to  require  supervision  after  leaving  school,  have  since  committed  social 
misdemeanours  and  have  eventually  been  notified  to  the  Local  Health 
Authority.  Many  patients  discharged  from  hospital  require  super¬ 
vision  and  guidance  to  assist  them  to  take  their  place  in  the  community 
as  useful  citizens.  Difficulty  is  still  being  experienced  in  obtaining 
employment  for  mentally  defective  persons  but  every  effort  is  made 
to  place  them  in  suitable  employment.  A  mentally  defective  person 
is  more  amenable  and  happier  if  engaged  in  useful  or  gainful  employ¬ 
ment  rather  than  left  at  home  and  in  receipt  of  an  allowance  from  the 
National  Assistance  Board. 

The  marriage  of  mental  defectives  presents  another  serious 
problem,  as  such  persons  are  liable  to  raise  large  families  due  to 
their  inabilitv  to  understand  the  need  for  family  planning  and 
guidance.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  exercise  supervision  in  such 
cases,  as  one  of  the  partners  to  the  marriage  may  be  unaware  of  the 
fact  that  the  other  has  been  classified  as  an  alleged  mental  defective, 
or  certified  under  an  Order.  Such  supervision  by  mental  health 
workers  could  be  responsible  for  the  breaking  up  of  a  marriage  which 
might  have  been  successful. 
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A  number  of  specific  cases  relating  to  this  problem  are  given 
below :  — 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  are  discharged  patients  from  hospital,  have 
had  two  children  within  14  months,  home  and  children  not  well 
cared  for,  husband  not  in  regular  employment.  They  require 
considerable  supervision  and  are  not  yet  making  a  success  of 
marriage  or  citizenship. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  B.  were  married  in  1951  when  the  husband  was 
on  licence  and  the  wife  had  absconded  from  hospital,  the  wife 
being  pregnant  when  married.  Both  were  discharged  from 
M.D.  Acts  1913-1938.  The  husband  who  is  an  anti-social 
criminal  type  has  been  in  and  out  of  prison  both  before  and 
since  the  marriage,  and  is  in  prison  at  present.  They  have  two 
children  who  are  well  kept  by  the  wife,  who  is  now  refusing 
to  have  anything  more  to  do  with  her  husband  and  calls  upon 
this  department  for  help  and  advice. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  were  married  in  1953  when  the  wife  was 
pregnant.  The  husband  is  a  high-grade  feeble  minded  person 
discharged  from  hospital,  the  wife  an  alleged  mental  defective 
under  statutory  supervision  They*  have  two  children  who 
were  bom  in  June  1953,  and  June  1954.  The  home  is  in  an 
unsatisfactory  condition  and  they  require  supervision  regarding 
the  care  of  the  children.  The  husband  is  unstable  and  will  not 
settle  down  in  regular  employment. 

Mr.  D.  is  a  high  grade  feeble  minded  person,  discharged 
from  hospital.  He  had  a  good  home  background,  but  is 
unreliable  as  a  husband,  and  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  police 
since  marriage.  His  wife  is  ignorant  of  his  past  history  of 
certification  under  the  M.D.  Acts. 

Mrs.  E.  is  a  feeble  minded  person,  discharged  from  a  mental 
deficiency  hospital.  She  was  married  in  1954.  She  had  a 
brother  and  a  sister  also  alleged  mental  defectives,  under  statutory 
supervision,  and  a  brother  a  discharged  patient  from  a  mental 
deficiency  hospital.  The  mother  is  of  poor  mentality  and 
unstable  temperament.  Mrs.  E.  is  a  good  domestic  worker  and 
is  making  every  effort  to  accept  responsibilities  and  her  husband 
is  anxious  to  help  in  every  way.  They  have  no  children. 

Mrs.  F.  an  alleged  high  grade  feeble  minded  person  was 
married  in  1953,  she  has  had  one  child  and  her  husband  is  aware 
of  her  mental  handicap.  He  has  encouraged  her  to  attend 
evening  classes  for  dressmaking,  bought  her  a  sewing  machine 
and  given  her  all  the  help  possible.  Both  appreciate  the  visits 
by  mental  welfare  officers  and  know  that  their  advice  is  available 
when  required. 
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There  is  no  doubt  that  the  care  of  such  people  presents  a  serious 
problem,  not  only  locally  but  nationally,  and  every  effort  should  be 
made  to  provide  suitable  occupation  and  employment,  and  adequate 
social  services  for  them. 

During  the  year,  2,231  visits  were  made  to  homes  and  416  inter¬ 
views  were  held  at  the  office,  in  addition  to  visits  to  other  social 
agencies  or  departments  in  the  course  of  investigation  and  enquiries. 
The  mental  health  workers  have  also'  assisted  the  Duly  Authorised 
Officer  in  the  removal  of  persons  to  mental  hospitals. 

(ii)  Guardianship. 

There  is  only  one  person  under  guardianship  and  he  is  employed 
by  his  father.  He  is  making  satisfactory  progress  under  the 
circumstances. 

(iii)  Occupation  Centres. 

The  numbers  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  at  the  three 
Occupation  Centres  were  as  follows:  — 

Children’s  Class  (both  sexes)  ...  ...  ...  32 

Female  Adult  Class  .  15 

Industrial  Class  for  Adult  Males  ...  ...  15 

The  work  at  these  centres  continues  to  be  of  a  very  high  standard, 
although  the  premises  are  not  entirely  satisfactory,  being  overcrowded, 
cramped  and  with  inadequate  facilities  for  physical  activities  or 
recreation. 


Abstract  from  Ministry  of  Health — Annual  Return  of  particulars 
of  cases  reported  and  dealt  with  during  year  1954. 


1.  Cases  reported  during  1954  : 

(a)  Found  “subject  to  be  dealt  with” 

Under  16  years  of  age  . 

Aged  16  years  and  over 

(b)  Found  “Not  subject  to  be  dealt  with” 

Under  16  years  of  age  ... 

Aged  16  years  and  over 


(c)  Not  confirmed  as  defectives  by  31.12.1954. 

Under  16  years  of  age . 

Aged  16  years  and  over  ... 


M. 

F. 

10' 

6 

10 

5 

1 

— 

2 

2 

2 

25 

13 

•  •  • 
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M. 

F. 

2. 

Cases  in  need  of  hospital  care 

(on  waiting  list  31  ♦12.1954) 

Under  16  years  of  age . 

— 

7 

Aged  16  and  over  . 

14 

14 

14 

21 

3. 

Cases  considered  suitable  for  Occupation 

Centre  Training  : 

Under  16  years  of  age  ... 

28 

23 

Aged  16  years  and  over . 

75 

65 

103 

88 

4. 

Cases  receiving  Occupation  Centre  training 

31.12.1954. 

Under  16  year  of  age  ...  . 

20 

11 

Aged  16  years  and  over . 

/ 

15 

16 

35 

27 

5. 

Cases  who  have  ceased  to  be  under  care. 

Aged  16  years  of  age  and  over  ... 

11 

10 

6, 

Cases  who  have  given  birth  to  children  during  1954 

while  unmarried 

' 

3 

7, 

Cases  who  have  married  during  1954 

— 

3 

8. 

Cases  on  Register  on  31.12.1954. 

Under  Statutory  or  Voluntary  Supervision. 

Under  16  years  of  age  ... 

37 

28 

Aged  16  years  and  over... 

457 

404 

Under  Guardianship. 

Under  16  years  of  age  ... 

1 

— 

Aged  16  years  and  over... 

— 

— 

Under  Hospital  care  (1)  Under  Order  of  Detention. 

Under  16  years  of  age  ... 

26 

10 

Aged  16  years  and  over... 

131 

104 

(2)  Under  “Place  of  Safety  Order.” 

Under  16  years  of  age  ... 

— 

1 

Aged  16  years  and  over... 

1 

3 

653 

550 
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Account  of  Work  Undertaken  by  the  Duly  Authorised  Officer 
under  the  Lunacy  and  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts, 
1890  and  1930  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1954, 


Six  years  have  elapsed  since  the  coming  into  operation  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Acts  of  1946,  and  the  public  now  appear 
to  be  fully  aware  of  the  service  available  in  connection  with  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  mental  disorder.  Consequently  conditions  regarding 
admissions  to  Hospital  by  the  Duly  Authorised  Officer  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts  of  1890  and 
1930  are  becoming  more  stabilised,  although  calls  upon  the  Duly 
Authorised  Officer  continue  to  increase. 

The  Duly  Authorised  Officer  as  a  Mental  Welfare  Officer  is  now 
well  known  to  the  public,  and  no  fewer  than  145  interviews'  have  taken 
place  at  his  office  during  the  past  year. 


Bed  Situation* 

Although  the  demand  for  mental  hospital  accommodation  con¬ 
tinued  to  increase  throughout  the  year,  beds  were  available  for  all 
in  need  of  mental  treatment  without  having  to  resort  to  waiting  lists. 
The  treatment  and  eventual  disposal  of  the  aged,  suffering  from  various 
forms  of  mental  and  physical  disorder  still  remains  a  problem. 


After-Care. 

Many  after-care  visits  have  been  carried  out,  and  help  and  advice 
given.  The  importance  of  this  aspect  of  mental  welfare  work  is 
evidenced  by  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of  old  cases  were  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  Phychiatric  Clinic  and  certain  cases  were  advised  to 
enter  hospital  for  further  treatment  as  voluntary  patients. 


Co-operation. 

Co-operation  with  other  statutory  bodies,  voluntary  organisations 
and  hospital  staff  continues  at  a  very  high  level.  Many,  cases  have 
been  referred  by  the  Duly  Authorised  Officer  to  the  Social  .Welfare 
Department  for  trial  in  Old  People’s  Hostels  and  the  Geriatric  Units. 
Valuable  assistance  has  been  received  both  during  the  night  as  well 
as  day  from  the  male  Social  Worker  and  the  female  Social  Worker, 
in  the  removal  of  the  more  difficult  type  of  case.  Tlie  Police  have 
been  most  helpful  in  giving  assistance  and  information,  particularly 
regarding  suicidals;  these  cases  they  now  leave  for  the  attention,  of 
the  Duly  Authorised  Officer  with  a  view  to  their  admission  to  hospital 
in  preference  to  legal  action  being  taken  against  them. 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  patients  conveyed  to*  hospitals : 

Hospitals  Used  During  the  Year, 

Cherry  Knowle  Hospital,  Harton  General  Hospital  (Psychiatric 
Department),  Winterton  Mental  Hospital. 

Number  of  cases  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Duly  Authorised 
Officer  suffering  from  some  form  of  mental  and  physical  disorder  : 

New  Cases  . . .  220 

Old  Cases  .  150 

-  370 

Admitted  to  Hospital  under  Order  or  as 

Voluntary  Patients  ...  ...  ...  191 

To  Cherry  Knowle  Hospital  under  Lunacy  Acts  1890, 

Certified  under  Section  16  Lunacy  Acts  1890...  48 

Removed  under  Section  20;  Lunacy  Acts  1890 — 

3  day  Order  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Removed  under  Section  21/1  Lunacy  Acts,  1890 — 

Justices  Order  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Returned  from  trial  by  Duly  Authorised  Officer  1 

Accompanied  to  hospital  under  Section  1 

Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930  and  received 
as  Voluntary  Patients  .  ...  45 

Temporary  Patients  admitted  under  Section  5 — 

Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930  ...  ...  3 

To  Harton  General  Hospital,  Psychiatric  Department. 

Under  Duly  Authorised  Officer’s  3  day  Order 

Section  20,  Lunacy  Acts,  1890  ...  ...  10 

Under  Justices  Order  14  days,  Section  21/1 

Lunacy  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

To  Winterton  Mental  Hospital. 

Under  Summary  Reception  Order,  Section  16, 

Lunacy  Acts,  1890  ...  ...  ...  5 

Accompanied  and  received  as  Voluntary  Patient 

under  Section  1,  Mental  Treatment  Acts  1930  1 

Assisted  to  Sunderland  General  Hospital  ...  1 

TOTAL  ...  191 


Admissions  to  Hospitals  by  Duly  Authorised  Officer  for  1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 


33 

33 

33 


33 

33 

33 

33 


33 

33 

33 


33 

33 

33 

33 


33 


33 


33 


33 

33 

33 


95 

110 

153 

180 

191 


33 


33 


33 


33 


